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§1501.14

the applicant resides, and such pay-
ment is considered in the interest of
good administration and funds are
available for this purpose.

[18 FR 6371, Oct. 7, 1953, as amended at 21 FR
5249, July 14, 1956]

§1501.14 Decision of the Board.

After the employee or person being
considered for employment has been
given a hearing, the Board shall
promptly make its decision. The deter-
mination of the Board shall be in writ-
ing and shall be signed by the members
of the panel. It shall state the action
taken, together with the reasons there-
for, and shall be made a permanent
part of the file in every case.

§1501.15 Transmission of Determina-
tion to the Secretary of State.

The Board shall transmit its deter-
mination in each case to the Secretary

5 CFR Ch. V (1-1-07 Edition)

of State for transmission to the Sec-
retary General of the United Nations,
or the executive head of any other pub-
lic international organization con-
cerned. In each case in which the Board
determines that, on all the evidence,
there is a reasonable doubt as to the
loyalty of the person involved to the
Government of the United States, it
shall also transmit a statement of the
reasons for the Board’s determination
in as much detail as the Board deems
that security considerations permit.

§1501.16 Notification of individual
concerned.

A copy of the determination of the
Board, but not of the statement of rea-
sons, shall be furnished in each case to
the person who is the subject thereof.
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PART 1600—EMPLOYEE CONTRIBU-
TION ELECTIONS AND CONTRIBU-
TION ALLOCATIONS

Subpart A—General

Sec.
1600.1 Definitions.

Subpart B—Elections

1600.11
1600.12
1600.13
1600.14

Types of elections.
Contribution elections.

Timing of agency contributions.
Effect of transfer to FERS.

Subpart C—Program of Contributions

1600.21 Contributions in whole numbers.
1600.22 Maximum contributions.

Subpart D—Transfers From Other Qualified
Retirement Plans

1600.31 Accounts eligible for transfer.
1600.32 Methods for transferring eligible
rollover distribution to TSP.

1600.33 Treatment accorded transferred
funds.
AUTHORITY: 5 U.s.C. 8351,  8432(a),

8432(b)(1)(A), 8432(j), 8474(b)(5) and (c)(1).

SOURCE: 66 FR 22089, May 2, 2001, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General

§1600.1 Definitions.

Definitions generally applicable to
the Thrift Savings Plan are set forth at
5 CFR 1690.1.

[68 FR 35494, June 13, 2003]

Subpart B—Elections

§1600.11 Types of elections.

(a) Contribution elections. A contribu-
tion election must be made pursuant to
§1600.14 and includes the following
types of elections:

(1) To make employee contributions;

(2) To change the amount of em-
ployee contributions; or

(3) To terminate employee contribu-
tions.

(b) Contribution allocation. A partici-
pant may make or change the manner
in which future deposits to his or her
account are allocated among the TSP

Funds only in accordance with 5 CFR
part 1601.

[66 FR 22089, May 2, 2001, as amended at 68
FR 35494, June 13, 2003; 70 FR 32207, June 1,
2005]

§1600.12 Contribution elections.

(a) An employee may make a con-
tribution election at any time.

(b) A participant must submit a con-
tribution election to his or her employ-
ing agency. To make an election, em-
ployees may use either the paper elec-
tion form provided by the TSP, or, if
available from their employing agency,
electronic media. If an electronic me-
dium is used, all relevant elements
contained on the paper form must be
included in the electronic medium.

(c) A contribution election must:

(1) Be completed in accordance with
the instructions on the form, if a paper
form is used;

(2) Be made in accordance with the
employing agency’s instructions, if the
submission is made electronically; and

(3) Not exceed the maximum con-
tribution limitations described in
§1600.22.

(d) A contribution election will be-
come effective no later than the first
full pay period after it is received by
the employing agency.

[70 FR 32207, June 1, 2005]

§1600.13 Timing of agency contribu-
tions.

(a) Employees not previously eligible to
receive agency contributions. An em-
ployee appointed or reappointed to a
position covered by FERS who had not
been previously eligible to receive
agency contributions is eligible to re-
ceive agency contributions under the
following rules:

(1) If the effective date of the ap-
pointment is any day during the period
June 1 through November 30, the agen-
cy contributions must begin the first
full pay period of the following June;
and

(2) If the effective date of the ap-
pointment is any day during the period
December 1 through May 31, the agency
contributions must begin the first full
pay period of the following December.

(b) Employees previously eligible to re-
ceive agency contributions. An employee
reappointed to a position covered by
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§1600.14

FERS who was previously eligible to
receive agency contributions is imme-
diately eligible to receive agency con-
tributions.

[70 FR 32207, June 1, 2005]

§1600.14 Effect of transfer to FERS.

(a) If an employee appointed to a po-
sition covered by CSRS elects to trans-
fer to FERS, the employee may make a
contribution election at any time.

(b) Eligibility to make employee con-
tributions, and therefore to have agen-
cy matching contributions made on the
employee’s behalf, is subject to the re-
strictions on making employee con-
tributions after receipt of a financial
hardship in-service withdrawal de-
scribed at 5 CFR part 1650.

(c) If the employee had elected to
make TSP contributions while covered
by CSRS, the election continues to be
valid until the employee makes a new
valid election.

(d) Agency automatic (1%) contribu-
tions for all employees covered under
this section and, if applicable, agency
matching contributions attributable to
employee contributions must begin the
same pay period that the transfer to
FERS becomes effective.

[70 FR 32207, June 1, 2005]

Subpart C—Program of
Contributions

§1600.21 Contributions in whole num-
bers.

Employees may elect to contribute a
percentage of basic pay or a dollar
amount, subject to the limits described
in §1600.22. The election must be ex-
pressed in whole percentages or whole
dollar amounts.

§1600.22 Maximum contributions.

(a) Regular employee contributions. A
participant’s regular TSP contribu-
tions are subject the following limita-
tions:

(1) FERS percentage limit. The max-
imum employee contribution from
basic pay for a FERS participant for
2005 is 15 percent. After 2005 the per-
centage of basic pay limit will not
apply and the maximum contribution
will be limited only by the provisions

5 CFR Ch. VI (1-1-07 Edition)

of the Internal Revenue Code (26
U.S.C.).

(2) CSRS and wuniformed services per-
centage limit. The maximum employee
contribution from basic pay for a CSRS
or uniformed services participant for
2005 is 10 percent. After 2005 the per-
centage of basic pay limit will not
apply and the maximum contribution
will be limited only by the provisions
of the Internal Revenue Code.

(b) Catch-up contributions. (1) A par-
ticipant may make tax-deferred catch-
up contributions from basic pay at any
time during the calendar year if he or
she:

(1) Is at least age 50 by the end of the
calendar year;

(ii) Is making regular TSP contribu-
tions at a rate that will result in the
participant making the maximum reg-
ular contributions permitted under
paragraph (a) of this section; and

(iii) Does not exceed the annual limit
on catch-up contributions contained in
the Internal Revenue Code.

(2) Elections to make catch-up con-
tributions will be separate from the
participant’s regular contribution elec-
tion.

(3) A participant who has both a ci-
vilian and a uniformed services ac-
count can make catch-up contributions
to both accounts, but the total amount
of the catch-up contributions to both
accounts cannot exceed the Internal
Revenue Code catch-up contribution
limit for the year.

(4) Catch-up contributions are not el-
igible for matching contributions.

[70 FR 32207, June 1, 2005]

Subpart D—Transfers From Other
Quailified Retirement Plans

§1600.31 Accounts eligible for trans-
fer.

(a) A participant who is entitled to
receive (or receives) an eligible rollover
distribution, within the meaning of
I.R.C. section 402(c)(4) (26 TU.S.C.
402(c)(4)), from an eligible employer
plan or a rollover contribution, within
the meaning of I.R.C. section 408(d)(3)
(26 U.S.C. 408(d)(3)), from a traditional
IRA may cause to be transferred (or
transfer) that distribution into his or
her existing TSP account. This option
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is not available to participants who
have already made a full withdrawal of
their TSP account after separation
from service or who are receiving
monthly payments.

(b) The only balances that the TSP
will accept are balances that would
otherwise be includible in gross income
if the distribution were paid to the par-
ticipant. The TSP will not accept any
balances that have already been sub-
jected to Federal income tax (after-tax
monies) or balances from a uniformed
services TSP account that will not be
subject to Federal income tax (tax-ex-
empt monies).

[67 FR 17604, Apr. 11, 2002]

§1600.32 Methods for transferring eli-
gible rollover distribution to TSP.

(a) Trustee-to-trustee transfer. Partici-
pants may request that the adminis-
trator or trustee of their eligible re-
tirement plan transfer any or all of
their account directly to the TSP by
executing and submitting a Form TSP-
60 or TSP-U-60, Request for a Transfer
Into the TSP, to the administrator or
trustee. The administrator or trustee
must complete the appropriate section
of the form and forward the completed
form and the distribution to the TSP
record keeper.

(b) Rollover by participant. Partici-
pants who have already received a dis-
tribution from an eligible retirement
plan may roll over all or part of the
distribution into the TSP in accord-
ance with the following requirements:

(1) The participant must complete
Form TSP-60 or TSP-U-60, Request for
a Transfer Into the TSP.

(2) The administrator or trustee of
the eligible retirement plan must cer-
tify on the Form TSP-60 or TSP-U-60
the amount and date of the distribu-
tion.

(3) The participant must submit the
completed Form TSP-60 or TSP-U-60,
together with a certified check, cash-
ier’s check, cashier’s draft, money
order, treasurer’s check from a credit
union, or personal check, made out to
the ‘“Thrift Savings Plan,” for the en-
tire amount of the rollover. A partici-
pant may roll over the full amount of
the distribution by making up, from
his or her own funds, the amount that

§1600.32

was withheld from the distribution for
the payment of Federal taxes.

(4) The transaction must be com-
pleted within 60 days of the partici-
pant’s receipt of the distribution from
his or her eligible retirement plan. The
transaction is not complete until the
TSP record keeper receives the Form
TSP-60 or TSP-U-60, executed by both
the participant and administrator,
trustee, or custodian, together with
the guaranteed funds for the amount to
be rolled over.

(c) Participant’s certification. When
transferring a distribution to the TSP
by either a trustee-to-trustee transfer
or a rollover, the participant must cer-
tify that the distribution is eligible for
transfer into the TSP, as follows:

(1) Distribution from an eligible em-
ployer plan. The participant must cer-
tify that the distribution:

(i) Is not one of a series of substan-
tially equal periodic payments made
over the life expectancy of the partici-
pant (or the joint lives of the partici-
pant and designated beneficiary, if ap-
plicable) or for a period of 10 years or
more;

(ii) Is not a minimum distribution re-
quired by I.R.C. section 401(a)(9) (26
U.S.C. 401(a)(9));

(iii) Is not a hardship distribution;

(iv) Is not a plan loan that is deemed
to be a taxable distribution because of
default;

(v) Is not a return of excess elective
deferrals; and

(vi) If not transferred or rolled over,
would be includible in gross income for
the tax year in which the distribution
is paid.

(2) Distribution from a traditional IRA.
The participant must certify that the
distribution:

(i) Is not a minimum distribution re-
quired under I.R.C. section 401(a)(9) (26
U.S.C. 401(a)(9)); and

(ii) If not transferred or rolled over,
would be includible in gross income for
the tax year in which the distribution
is paid.

[67 FR 17604, Apr. 11, 2002, as amended at 68
FR 35495, June 13, 2003]
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§1600.33

§1600.33 Treatment accorded trans-
ferred funds.

(a) All funds transferred to the TSP
pursuant to §§1600.31 and 1600.32 will be
treated as employee contributions.

(b) All funds transferred to the TSP
pursuant to §§1600.31 and 1600.32 will be
invested in accordance with the par-
ticipant’s contribution allocation on
file at the time the transfer is com-
pleted.

(c) Funds transferred to the TSP pur-
suant to §§1600.31 and 1600.32 are not
subject to the limits on contributions
described in §1600.22.

PART 1601—PARTICIPANTS’
CHOICES OF TSP FUNDS

Subpart A—General

Sec.
1601.1 Definitions.

Subpart B—Investing Future Deposits

1601.11 Applicability

1601.12 Investing future deposits in the TSP
Funds.

1601.13 Elections.

Subpart C—Redistributing Participants’ Ex-
isting Account Balances (Interfund
Transfers)

1601.21 Applicability.
1601.22 Methods of requesting an interfund
transfer.

Subpart D—Contribution Allocations and
Interfund Transfer Requests

1601.31
1601.32
1601.33
1601.34

Applicability.

Timing and posting dates.
Acknowledgment of risk.
Error correction.

Subpart E—Lifecycle Funds

1601.40

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 8351, 8438, 8474(b)(5)
and (c)(1).

SOURCE: 66 FR 22093, May 2, 2001, unless
otherwise noted.

Lifecycle Funds.

Subpart A—General

§1601.1 Definitions.

(a) Definitions generally applicable
to the Thrift Savings Plan are set forth
at 5 CFR 1690.1.

(b) As used in this part:

5 CFR Ch. VI (1-1-07 Edition)

Acknowledgment of risk means an ac-
knowledgment that any investment in
a TSP Fund other than the G Fund is
made at the participant’s risk, that the
participant is not protected by the
United States Government or the
Board against any loss on the invest-
ment, and that neither the United
States Government nor the Board
guarantees any return on the invest-
ment.

[68 FR 35495, June 13, 2003, as amended at 70
FR 32207, June 1, 2005]

Subpart B—Investing Future
Deposits

SOURCE: 68 FR 35495, June 13, 2003, unless
otherwise noted.

§1601.11 Applicability.

This subpart applies only to the in-
vestment of future deposits to the
TSP’s TSP Funds, including contribu-
tions, loan payments, and transfers or
rollovers from traditional IRAs and eli-
gible employer plans; it does not apply
to redistributing participants’ existing
account balances among the TSP
Funds, which is covered in subpart C of
this part.

[68 FR 35495, June 13, 2003, as amended at 70
FR 32207, June 1, 2005]

§1601.12 Investing future deposits in
the TSP Funds.

(a) Allocation. Future deposits in the
TSP, including contributions, loan
payments, and transfers or rollovers
from traditional IRAs and eligible em-
ployer plans, will be allocated among
the TSP Funds based on the most re-
cent contribution allocation on file for
the participant.

(b) TSP Funds availability. All partici-
pants may elect to invest all or any
portion of their deposits in any of the
TSP Funds.

[70 FR 32207, June 1, 2005]

§1601.13 Elections.

(a) Contribution allocation. Each par-
ticipant may indicate his or her choice
of TSP Funds for the allocation of fu-
ture deposits by using the TSP Web
site or the ThriftLine, or by com-
pleting and filing the appropriate paper
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TSP form with the TSP record keeper
in accordance with the form’s instruc-
tions. The following rules apply to con-
tribution allocations:

(1) Contribution allocations must be
made in one percent increments. The
sum of the percentages elected for all
of the TSP Funds must equal 100 per-
cent;

(2) The percentage elected by a par-
ticipant for investment of future depos-
its in a TSP Fund will be applied to all
sources of contributions and transfers
(or rollovers) from traditional IRAs
and eligible employer plans. A partici-
pant may not make different percent-
age elections for different sources of
contributions;

(3) A participant who elects for the
first time to invest in a TSP Fund
other than the G Fund must execute an
acknowledgment of risk in accordance
with §1601.33;

(4) All deposits made on behalf of a
participant who does not have a con-
tribution allocation in effect will be in-
vested in the G Fund; and

(5) Once a contribution allocation be-
comes effective, it remains in effect
until it is superseded by a subsequent
contribution allocation. If a separated
participant is rehired and had not
withdrawn his or her entire TSP ac-
count, the participant’s last contribu-
tion allocation before separation from
service will be effective until a new al-
location is made.

(b) Effect of rejection of contribution al-
location. If a participant does not cor-
rectly complete a contribution alloca-
tion, the attempted allocation will
have no effect. The TSP will provide
the participant with a written state-
ment of the reason the transaction was
rejected.

(c) Contribution elections. A partici-
pant may designate the amount of em-
ployee contributions he or she wishes
to make to the TSP or may stop con-
tributions only in accordance with 5
CFR part 1600.

[68 FR 35495, June 13, 2003, as amended at 70
FR 32207, June 1, 2005]

§1601.22

Subpart C—Redistributing Partici-
pants’ Existing Account Bal-
ances (Interfund Transfers)

SOURCE: 68 FR 35495, June 13, 2003, unless
otherwise noted.

§1601.21 Applicability.

This subpart applies only to
interfund transfers, which involve re-
distributing participants’ existing ac-
count balances among the TSP Funds;
it does not apply to the investment of
future deposits, which is covered in
subpart B of this part.

[68 FR 35495, June 13, 2003, as amended at 70
FR 32208, June 1, 2005]

§1601.22 Methods of requesting an
interfund transfer.

(a) Participants may make an
interfund transfer using the TSP Web
site or the ThriftLine, or by com-
pleting and filing the appropriate paper
TSP form with the TSP record keeper
in accordance with the form’s instruc-
tions. The following rules apply to an
interfund transfer request:

(1) Interfund transfer requests must
be made in whole percentages (one per-
cent increments). The sum of the per-
centages elected for all of the TSP
Funds must equal 100 percent.

(2) The percentages elected by the
participant will be applied to the bal-
ances in each source of contributions
and to both tax-deferred and tax-ex-
empt balances on the effective date of
the interfund transfer.

(3) Any participant who elects to in-
vest in a TSP Fund other than the G
Fund for the first time must execute
an acknowledgement of risk in accord-
ance with §1601.33.

(b) An interfund transfer request has
no effect on deposits made after the ef-
fective date of the interfund transfer
request; subsequent deposits will con-
tinue to be allocated among the invest-
ment funds in accordance with the par-
ticipant’s contribution allocation made
under subpart B of this part.

(c) If an interfund transfer is found to
be invalid pursuant to §1601.34, the pur-
ported transfer will not be made. The
TSP will provide the participant with a
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written statement of the reason the
transaction was rejected.

[70 FR 32208, June 1, 2005]

Subpart D—Contribution Alloca-
fions and Interfund Transfer
Requests

§1601.31 Applicability.

This subpart applies both to con-
tribution allocations made under sub-
part B of this part and interfund trans-
fers made under subpart C of this part.

§1601.32 Timing and posting dates.

(a) Posting dates. The date on which
the TSP processes or posts a contribu-
tion allocation or interfund transfer re-
quest (transaction request) is subject
to a number of factors, including some
that are outside of the control of the
TSP, such as power outages, the failure
of telephone service, unusually heavy
transaction volume, and acts of God.
These factors also could affect the
availability of the TSP Web site and
the ThriftLine. Therefore, the TSP
cannot guarantee that a transaction
request will be processed on a par-
ticular day. However, the TSP will
process transaction requests under or-
dinary circumstances according to the
following rules:

(1) A transaction request entered into
the TSP record keeping system by a
participant who uses the TSP Web site
or the ThriftLine, or by a TSP Service
Office participant service representa-
tive at the participant’s request, at or
before 12:00 noon eastern time of any
business day, will ordinarily be posted
that business day. A transaction re-
quest entered into the system after
12:00 noon eastern time of any business
day will ordinarily be posted on the
next business day.

(2) A transaction request made on the
TSP Web site or the ThriftLine on a
non-business day will ordinarily be
posted on the next business day.

(3) A transaction request made on a
paper TSP form will ordinarily be post-
ed under the rules in paragraph (a)(1) of
this section, based on when the TSP
record keeper enters the form into the
TSP system. The TSP record keeper
ordinarily enters such forms into the
system within 24 hours of their receipt.

5 CFR Ch. VI (1-1-07 Edition)

(4) In most cases, the share price(s)
applied to an interfund transfer request
is the value of the shares on the date
the relevant transaction is posted. In
some circumstances, such as error cor-
rection, the share price(s) for an earlier
date will be used.

(b) Limit. There is no limit on the
number of contribution allocations or
interfund transfer requests that may
be made by a participant.

[70 FR 32208, June 1, 2005]

§1601.33 Acknowledgment of risk.

(a) A participant who wants to invest
in a TSP Fund other than the G Fund
must execute an acknowledgment of
risk for that fund. If a required ac-
knowledgment of risk has not been exe-
cuted, no transactions involving the
fund(s) for which the acknowledgment
is required will be accepted.

(b) The acknowledgment of risk may
be executed in association with a con-
tribution allocation or an interfund
transfer using the TSP Web site, the
ThriftLine, or a paper TSP form.

[70 FR 32208, June 1, 2005]

§1601.34 Error correction.

Errors in processing contribution al-
locations and interfund transfer re-
quests, or errors that otherwise cause
money to be invested in the wrong in-
vestment fund, will be corrected in ac-
cordance with the error correction reg-
ulations found at 5 CFR part 1605.

[66 FR 22093, May 2, 2001. Redesignated at 70
FR 32208, June 1, 2005]

Subpart E—Lifecycle Funds

§1601.40 Lifecycle Funds.

The Executive Director will establish
TSP Lifecycle Funds, which are target
date asset allocation portfolios. The
TSP Lifecycle Funds will invest solely
in the funds established by the TSP
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 8438.

[70 FR 32208, June 1, 2005]

PART 1603—VESTING

Sec.

1603.1 Definitions.

1603.2 Basic vesting rules.
1603.3 Service requirements.
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AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C.
8474(b)(5) and (c)(1).

SOURCE: 52 FR 29835, Aug. 12, 1987, unless
otherwise noted.

8432(g), 8432b(h)(1),

§1603.1 Definitions.

(a) Definitions generally applicable
to the Thrift Savings Plan are set forth
at 5 CFR 1690.1.

(b) As used in this part:

Service means:

(1) Any non-military service that is
creditable under either 5 U.S.C. chapter
83, subchapter III, or 5 U.S.C. 8411.
However, that service is to be deter-
mined without regard to any time limi-
tations, any deposit or redeposit re-
quirements contained in those statu-
tory provisions after performing the
service involved, or any requirement
that the individual give written notice
of that individual’s desire to become
subject to the retirement system estab-
lished by 5 U.S.C. chapters 83 or 84; or

(2) Any military service creditable
under the provisions of 5 TU.S.C.
8432b(h)(1) and the regulations at 5 CFR
part 1620, subpart H.

Uniformed services means the Army,
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast
Guard, Public Health Service, and Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, as well as members of the
Ready Reserve including the National
Guard.

Vested means those amounts in an in-
dividual account which are nonforfeit-
able.

Year of service means one full cal-
endar year of service.

[68 FR 35497, June 13, 2003]

§1603.2 Basic vesting rules.

(a) All amounts in a CSRS employ-
ee’s or uniformed service member’s in-
dividual account are immediately vest-
ed.

(b) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, all amounts in a
FERS employee’s individual account
(including all first conversion con-
tributions) are immediately vested.

(c) Except as provided in paragraph
(d) of this section, upon separation
from Government service without
meeting the applicable service require-
ments of §1603.3, a FERS employee’s
agency automatic (1%) contributions

§1603.3

and attributable earnings will be for-
feited.

(d) If a FERS employee dies (or died)
after January 7, 1988, without meeting
the applicable service requirements set
forth in §1603.3, the agency automatic
(1%) contributions and attributable
earnings in his or her individual ac-
count are deemed vested and shall not
be forfeited. If a FERS employee died
on or before January 7, 1988, without
meeting those service requirements,
his or her agency automatic (1%) con-
tributions and attributable earnings
are forfeited to the Thrift Savings
Plan.

[562 FR 29835, Aug. 12, 1987, as amended at 62
FR 33969, June 23, 1997; 68 FR 35497, June 13,
2003]

§1603.3 Service requirements.

(a) Except as provided under para-
graph (b) of this section, FERS employ-
ees will be vested in their agency auto-
matic (1%) contributions and attrib-
utable earnings upon separating from
Government only if, as of their separa-
tion date, they have completed three
years of service.

(b) FERS employees will be vested in
their agency automatic (1%) contribu-
tions and attributable earnings upon
separating from Government service if,
as of their separation date, they have
completed two years of service and
they are serving in one of the following
positions:

(1) A position in the Senior Executive
Service as a non-career appointee (as
defined in 5 U.S.C. 3132(a)(7));

(2) Positions listed in 5 U.S.C. 5312,
5313, 5314, 5315 or 5316;

(3) A position placed in level IV or
level V of the Executive Schedule, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 5317;

(4) A position in the Executive
Branch which is excepted from the
competitive service by the Office of
Personnel Management because of the
confidential and policy-determining
character of the position; or

(5) A Member of Congress or a Con-
gressional employee.

[62 FR 29835, Aug. 12, 1987, as amended at 60

FR 24535, May 9, 1995; 62 FR 33969, June 23,
1997]
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PART 1604—UNIFORMED SERVICES
ACCOUNTS

Sec.

1604.1
1604.2
1604.3

Applicability.

Definitions.

Contribution elections.

1604.4 Contributions.

1604.5 Separate service member and civilian
accounts.

1604.6 Error correction.

1604.7 Withdrawals.

1604.8 Death benefits.

1604.9 Court orders and legal processes.

1604.10 Loans.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 8440e, 8474(b)(5) and
(©@).

SOURCE: 66 FR 50713, Oct. 4, 2001, unless
otherwise noted.

§1604.1 Applicability.

This part describes the special fea-
tures of TSP participation applicable
to members of the uniformed services.
Uniformed services members are also
covered by the other regulations of 5
CFR chapter VI to the extent they do
not conflict with the regulations of
this part.

§1604.2 Definitions.

As used in this part:

Basic pay means basic pay payable
under 37 U.S.C. 204 and compensation
received under 37 U.S.C. 206.

Bonus contributions means contribu-
tions made by participants from a
bonus as defined in 37 U.S.C. chapter 5.

Civilian account means the TSP ac-
count to which contributions have been
made by or on behalf of a civilian em-
ployee.

Civilian employee means a TSP partic-
ipant covered by the Federal Employ-
ees’ Retirement System, the Civil
Service Retirement System, or equiva-
lent retirement plans.

Combat zone compensation means com-
pensation received for active service
during a month in which a member of
the uniformed services serves in a com-
bat zone.

Combat zone contributions means em-
ployee contributions that are made
from compensation subject to the Fed-
eral income tax exclusion at 26 U.S.C.
112 for combat zone compensation.

Employee contributions means con-
tributions made by participants from

5 CFR Ch. VI (1-1-07 Edition)

basic pay, incentive pay, and special
pay (including bonuses).

Employing agency means the organi-
zation that employs an individual who
is eligible to contribute to the TSP and
that has authority to make compensa-
tion decisions for that employee.

Federal civilian retirement system
means the Civil Service Retirement
System established by 5 U.S.C. chapter
83, subchapter III, the Federal Employ-
ees’ Retirement System established by
5 U.S.C. chapter 84, or any equivalent
Federal civilian retirement system.

Periodic contributions means employee
contributions made from recurring in-
centive pay and special pay (including
bonuses) as defined in 37 U.S.C. chapter
5.

Ready Reserve means those members
of the uniformed services described at
10 U.S.C. 10142.

Regular contributions means employee
contributions made from basic pay.

Separation from service means dis-
charge of a member from active duty
or the Ready Reserve or transfer of a
member to inactive status or to a re-
tired list pursuant to any provision of
title 10, U.S.C. The discharge or trans-
fer may not be followed, before the end
of the 31-day period beginning on the
day following the effective date of the
discharge, by resumption of active
duty, an appointment to a civilian po-
sition covered by the Federal Employ-
ees’ Retirement System, the Civil
Service Retirement System, or an
equivalent retirement system, or con-
tinued service in or affiliation with the
Ready Reserve. Reserve component
members serving on full-time active
duty who terminate their active duty
status and subsequently participate in
the drilling reserve are said to con-
tinue in the Ready Reserve. Active
component members who are released
from active duty and subsequently par-
ticipate in the drilling reserve are said
to affiliate with the Ready Reserve.

Service member means a member of
the uniformed services on active duty
or a member of the Ready Reserve in
any pay status.

Service member account means the ac-
count to which contributions have been
made by or on behalf of a member of
the uniformed services.
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Special and incentive pay means pay
payable as special or incentive pay
under 37 U.S.C. chapter b.

Uniformed services means the Army,
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast
Guard, Public Health Service, and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration.

[66 FR 50713, Oct. 4, 2001, as amended at 70 FR
32209, June 1, 2005]

§1604.3 Contribution elections.

A service member may make con-
tribution elections as described in 5
CFR part 1600. A service member may
elect to contribute sums to the TSP
from basic pay, incentive pay, and spe-
cial pay (including bonuses). However,
the service member must elect to con-
tribute to the TSP from basic pay in
order to contribute to the TSP from in-
centive pay and special pay (including
bonuses). A service member may elect
to contribute from special pay or in-
centive pay (including bonuses) in an-
ticipation of receiving such pay (that
is, he or she does not have to be receiv-
ing the special pay or incentive pay
when the contribution election is
made); those elections will take effect
when the service member receives the
special or incentive pay.

[70 FR 32209, June 1, 2005]

§1604.4 Contributions.

(a) Employee contributions. Subject to
the regulations at 5 CFR part 1600 and
the following limitations, a service
member may make regular contribu-
tions to the TSP from basic pay. If the
service member makes regular con-
tributions, he or she also may con-
tribute all or a portion of incentive pay
and special pay (including bonuses) to
the TSP. The maximum TSP regular
employee contribution (including con-
tributions from pay earned in a combat
zone) which a service member may
make for 2005 is 10 percent of basic pay.
After 2005 the percentage of basic pay
limit will not apply and the maximum
contribution will be limited only by
the provisions of the Internal Revenue
Code (26 U.S.C.).

(b) Matching contributions. When
matching contributions are authorized
for a service member, that service
member’s regular contributions will be

§1604.5

matched dollar-for-dollar on the first
three percent of basic pay contributed
to the TSP, and 50 cents on the dollar
on the next two percent of basic pay
contributed. Matching contributions
only apply to regular contributions.

(¢c) Deduction and transmittal of con-
tributions. A service member’s employ-
ing agency will deduct regular con-
tributions from the service member’s
basic pay each pay period based on his
or her contribution election and will
transmit the contributions to the TSP.
If a service member also elects to make
periodic contributions to the TSP, the
employing agency must deduct (and
transmit to the TSP) these contribu-
tions from the service member’s incen-
tive pay or special pay (including bo-
nuses), as applicable.

[66 FR 50713, Oct. 4, 2001, as amended at 68 FR
35497, June 13, 2003; 70 FR 32209, June 1, 2005]

§1604.5 Separate service member and
civilian accounts.

(a) Separate accounts. Service member
accounts are maintained separately
from civilian accounts. Therefore, serv-
ice members making both civilian and
uniformed services TSP contributions
will have two TSP accounts. For those
participants, the accounts are treated
separately except in the following cir-
cumstances:

(1) If a participant contributes to a
service member account and a civilian
account, the contributions to both ac-
counts together cannot exceed the In-
ternal Revenue Code (26 U.S.C.) con-
tribution limits.

(2) A member of the uniformed serv-
ices may obtain a loan from his or her
account, as described at §1604.10, and
the loan will be disbursed from the uni-
formed services account. If the TSP
maintains a service member account
and a civilian account for an indi-
vidual, the TSP will calculate the In-
ternal Revenue Code maximum loan
amount using both account balances,
as described in §1604.10(a)(3).

(b) Transfers between TSP accounts.
Service member and civilian TSP ac-
count balances may be combined
through a transfer (thus producing one
account), and the transferred funds will
be treated as employee contributions
and otherwise invested as described at
5 CFR part 1600. Transfers under this

195



§1604.6

section are subject to the following
rules:

(1) An account balance can be trans-
ferred once the TSP is informed (by the
participant’s employing agency) that
the participant has separated from ei-
ther civilian or uniformed services em-
ployment.

(2) Combat zone contributions may
not be transferred from a uniformed
services TSP account to a civilian TSP
account.

(3) Transferred funds will be allo-
cated among the TSP Funds according
to the contribution allocation in effect
for the account into which the funds
are transferred.

(4) A service member must obtain the
consent of his or her spouse before
transferring a uniformed services TSP
account balance into a civilian account
that is subject to Civil Service Retire-
ment System spousal rights. A request
for an exception to the spousal consent
requirement will be evaluated under
the rules explained in 5 CFR part 1650.

(5) Before the transfer can be accom-
plished, any outstanding loans from
the account to be transferred must be
closed as described in 5 CFR part 1655.

[66 FR 50713, Oct. 4, 2001, as amended at 70 FR
32209, June 1, 2005]

§1604.6 Error correction.

(a) General rule. A service member’s
employing agency must correct the
service member’s account if, as the re-
sult of employing agency error, a serv-
ice member does not receive the TSP
contributions to which he or she is en-
titled. Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, those corrections
must be made in accordance with 5
CFR part 1605.

(b) Missed bonus contributions. This
paragraph (b) applies when an employ-
ing agency fails to implement a con-
tribution election that was properly
submitted by a service member re-
questing that a TSP contribution be
deducted from bonus pay. Within 30
days of receiving the employing agen-
cy’s acknowledgment of the error, a
service member may establish a sched-
ule of makeup contributions with his
or her employing agency to replace the
missed contribution through future
payroll deductions. These makeup con-
tributions can be made in addition to

5 CFR Ch. VI (1-1-07 Edition)

any TSP contributions that the service
member is otherwise entitled to make.

(1) The schedule of makeup contribu-
tions may not exceed four times the
number of months it would take for the
service member to earn basic pay equal
to the dollar amount of the missed con-
tribution. For example, a service mem-
ber who earns $29,000 yearly in basic
pay and who missed a $2,500 bonus con-
tribution to the TSP can establish a
schedule of makeup contributions with
a maximum duration of 8 months. This
is because it takes the service member
2 months to earn $2,500 in basic pay (at
$2,416.67 per month).

(2) At its discretion, an employing
agency may set a ceiling on the length
of a schedule of employee makeup con-
tributions. The ceiling may not, how-
ever, be less than twice the number of
months it would take for the service
member to earn basic pay equal to the
dollar amount of the missed contribu-
tion.

§1604.7 Withdrawals.

A service member may withdraw all
or a portion of his or her account under
the rules in 5 CFR part 1650, with the
following exceptions:

(a) Separate accounts. If the TSP
maintains a service member account
and a civilian account for an indi-
vidual, a separate withdrawal request
must be made for each account.

(b) Spousal rights. The spouse of a
service member participant has the
same TSP spousal rights as the spouse
of a civilian participant covered under
the Federal Employees’ Retirement
System; those spousal rights in the
context of a withdrawal (and the proc-
ess by which a service member may ob-
tain an exception to them) are ex-
plained at 5 CFR part 1650.

(c) Combat zome contributions. If a
service member account contains com-
bat zone contributions, the withdrawal
will be distributed pro rata from all
sources. If a participant requests the
TSP to transfer all, or a portion, of a
withdrawal to a traditional IRA or eli-
gible employer plan, the share of the
withdrawal attributable to combat
zone contributions (if any) can be
transferred only if the IRA or plan ac-
cepts such funds.
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(d) Separation. The definition of sepa-
ration from service at §1604.2 applies
when determining a service member’s
eligibility for a withdrawal.

[66 FR 50713, Oct. 4, 2001, as amended at 70 FR
32209, June 1, 2005]

§1604.8 Death benefits.

The account balance of a deceased
service member will be paid as de-
scribed at 5 CFR part 1651, with the fol-
lowing exceptions:

(a) Separate accounts. To designate a
beneficiary for a TSP death benefit, a
service member must file a valid bene-
ficiary designation form. If the TSP
maintains a service member account
and a civilian account for an indi-
vidual, a separate beneficiary designa-
tion form must be filed for each ac-
count.

(b) Combat zone contributions. If a
service member account contains com-
bat zone contributions, the death ben-
efit payment will be made pro rata
from all sources.

(c) Trustee-to-trustee transfers. The
surviving spouse of a TSP participant
can request the TSP to transfer a
death benefit payment to a traditional
IRA or eligible employer plan. The
share of the death benefit payment
that is attributable to combat zone
contributions (if any) can be trans-
ferred only if the IRA or plan accepts
such funds.

(d) Transfer to a TSP account. If the
TSP maintains an account for a death
benefit beneficiary who is the surviving
spouse of the participant, the spouse
can request the TSP to transfer the
death benefit payment to his or her
TSP account; the share attributable to
combat zone contributions (if any) can-
not be transferred into a civilian ac-
count.

[66 FR 50713, Oct. 4, 2001, as amended at 70 FR
32209, June 1, 2005]

§1604.9 Court orders and legal proc-
esses.

A TSP account can be divided in an
action for divorce, annulment, or legal
separation, and is subject to legal proc-
ess relating to child support, alimony,
or child abuse. The TSP will make a
payment from a service member’s ac-
count under such orders or processes as

§1604.10

described at 5 CFR part 1653, with the
following exceptions:

(a) Separate accounts. To qualify for
enforcement against the TSP, a court
order or legal process must expressly
relate to the TSP. Therefore, if the
TSP maintains a service member ac-
count and a civilian account for an in-
dividual, a qualifying court order or
legal process must expressly state from
which account payment is to be made.

(b) Combat zone contributions. If a
service member account contains com-
bat zone contributions, the payment
will be made pro rata from all sources,
unless the court order or legal process
directs otherwise.

(c) Trustee-to-trustee transfers. The
current or former spouse of a TSP par-
ticipant can request the TSP to trans-
fer a court-ordered payment to a tradi-
tional IRA or eligible employer plan. If
the payee requests the TSP to transfer
all or a portion of the court-ordered
payment to an IRA or plan, the share
of the payment attributable to combat
zone contributions (if any) can be
transferred only if the IRA or plan ac-
cepts such funds.

(d) Transfer to a TSP account. If the
TSP maintains an account for a court
order payee who is the current or
former spouse of the participant, the
payee can request the TSP to transfer
the court-ordered payment to the pay-
ee’s TSP account; the pro rata share at-
tributable to combat zone contribu-
tions (if any) cannot be transferred.

[66 FR 50713, Oct. 4, 2001, as amended at 70 FR
32209, June 1, 2005]

§1604.10 Loans.

A service member may be eligible for
a TSP loan as described at 5 CFR part
1655, with the following exceptions:

(a) Separate accounts. If the TSP
maintains a service member account
and a civilian account for an indi-
vidual:

(1) A separate loan application must
be made for each account;

(2) A participant may have no more
than two loans outstanding from each
account at any time; one loan from
each account may be a loan for the
purchase of a primary residence;
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(3) The Internal Revenue Code max-
imum loan amount test, which is de-
scribed in 5 CFR part 1655, will be ap-
plied using the combined balances in
both TSP accounts.

(b) Spousal rights. Before a loan
agreement is approved for a service
member account, the participant’s
spouse must consent to the loan by
signing the loan agreement. A request
for an exception to the spousal consent
requirement will be evaluated under
the rules explained in 5 CFR part 1650.

(c) Combat zone contributions. The por-
tion of a loan that is attributable to
combat zone contributions (if any) will
be determined when the loan is de-
clared a taxable distribution, and that
portion will not be reported as taxable
income to the participant as a result of
the declaration.

[66 FR 50713, Oct. 4, 2001, as amended at 70 FR
32209, June 1, 2005]

PART 1605—CORRECTION OF
ADMINISTRATIVE ERRORS

Subpart A—General

Sec.

1605.1 Definitions.

1605.2 Calculating,
breakage.

posting, and charging

Subpart B—Employing Agency Errors

1605.11 Makeup of missed or insufficient
contributions.

1605.12 Removal of erroneous contributions.

1605.13 Back pay awards and other retro-
active pay adjustments.

1605.14 Misclassified retirement system cov-
erage.

1605.15 Reporting and processing late con-
tributions and late loan payments.

1605.16 Claims for correction of employing
agency errors; time limitations.

Subpart C—Board or TSP Record Keeper
Errors

1605.21 Plan-paid breakage and other correc-
tions.

1605.22 Claims for correction of Board or
TSP record keeper errors; time limita-
tions.

Subpart D—Miscellaneous Provisions
1605.31 Contributions missed as a result of
military service.

AUTHORITY: 5 TU.S.C.
8474(b)(5) and (c)(1).

8351, 8432a, and

5 CFR Ch. VI (1-1-07 Edition)

SOURCE: 66 FR 44277, Aug. 22, 2001, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General

§1605.1 Definitions.

(a) Definitions generally applicable
to the Thrift Savings Plan are set forth
at 5 CFR 1690.1.

(b) As used in this part:

“As of”’ date means the date on which
a TSP contribution or other trans-
action entailing acquisition of invest-
ment fund shares should have taken
place. Employing agencies use this
date on payment records to report
makeup or late contributions or late
loan payments.

Attributable pay date ordinarily means
the pay date of an erroneous contribu-
tion for which a negative adjustment is
being made or, in the case of the uni-
formed services, the pay date of a con-
tribution that is being recharacterized
from tax-deferred to tax-exempt, or
vice versa. However, if the erroneous
contribution was a makeup or late con-
tribution, the attributable pay date is
the ‘‘as of” date of the erroneous
makeup or late contribution.

Breakage means the loss incurred or
the gain realized on makeup or late
contributions. It is the difference be-
tween the value of the shares of the ap-
plicable investment fund(s) that would
have been purchased had the contribu-
tion been made on the ‘‘as of”’ date and
the value of the shares of the same in-
vestment fund(s) on the date the con-
tribution is posted to the account.

Error means any act or omission by
the Board, the TSP Record Keeper, or
the participant’s employing agency
that is not in accordance with applica-
ble statutes, regulations, or adminis-
trative procedures that are made avail-
able to employing agencies and/or TSP
participants. It does not mean an act
or omission caused by events that are
beyond the control of the Board, the
TSP Record Keeper, or the partici-
pant’s employing agency.

FERCCA correction means the correc-
tion of a retirement coverage error
pursuant to the Federal Erroneous Re-
tirement Coverage Corrections Act,
title II, Public Law 106-265, 114 Stat.
770.

Late contributions means:
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(1) Employee contributions that were
timely deducted from a participant’s
basic pay but were not timely reported
to the TSP record keeper for invest-
ment;

(2) Employee contributions that were
timely reported to the TSP but were
not timely posted to the participant’s
account by the TSP because the pay-
ment record on which they were sub-
mitted contained errors;

(3) Agency matching contributions
attributable to employee contributions
referred to in paragraphs (1) or (2) of
this definition; and

(4) Delayed agency automatic (1%)
contributions.

Makeup contributions are employee
contributions that should have been
deducted from a participant’s basic pay
or employer contributions that should
have been charged to an employing
agency on an earlier date, but were not
deducted or charged and, consequently,
are being deducted or charged cur-
rently.

Negative adjustment means the re-
moval of money from a participant’s
TSP account by an employing agency.

Negative adjustment record means a
data record submitted by an employing
agency to remove from a participant’s
TSP account money that the agency
had previously submitted in error.

Pay date means the date established
by an employing agency for paying its
employees or service members.

Payment record means a data record
submitted by an employing agency to
report contributions or loan payments
to a participant’s TSP account.

[68 FR 35497, June 13, 2003, as amended at 70
FR 32209, June 1, 2005]

§1605.2 Calculating,
charging breakage.

(a) The TSP will calculate breakage
on late contributions, makeup agency
contributions, and loan payments as
described by §1605.15(b). This breakage
calculation is subject to the following
rules:

(1) The TSP will not calculate break-
age if contributions or loan payments
are posted within 30 days of the ‘‘as of”’
date, or if the total amount on a late
payment record or the total agency
contributions on a current payment
record is less than $1.00; and

posting, and

§1605.2

(2) The TSP will not take the partici-
pant’s interfund transfers into account
when determining breakage.

(b) Calculating breakage. The TSP will
calculate breakage as follows:

(1) For contributions or loan pay-
ments with ‘“‘as of”’ dates on or after
January 1, 2000, the TSP will:

(i) Use the participant’s contribution
allocation on file for the ‘“‘as of’’ date
to determine how the funds would have
been invested. If there is no contribu-
tion allocation on file, or one cannot be
derived based on the investment of con-
tributions, the TSP will consider the
funds to have been invested in the G
Fund;

(ii) Determine the number of shares
of the applicable investment funds the
participant would have received had
the contributions or loan payments
been made on time. If the ‘‘as of”’ date
is before TSP account balances were
converted to shares, this determination
will be the number of shares the partic-
ipant would have received on the con-
version date, and will include the
monthly earnings the participant
would have received had the contribu-
tions or loan payments been made on
the “‘as of”’ date; and

(iii) Determine the dollar value on
the posting date of the number of
shares the participant would have re-
ceived had the contributions or loan
payments been made on time. The dif-
ference between the dollar value of the
contribution or loan payment on the
posting date and the dollar value of the
contribution or loan payment on the
‘“‘as of”” date is the breakage.

(2) For contributions and loan pay-
ments with an ‘“‘as of”’ date before Jan-
uary 1, 2000, the TSP will:

(i) Value the contributions and loan
payments from the ‘‘as of’ date
through the date TSP accounts were
converted to shares, by using the
greater of either the G Fund monthly
rate of return or the average monthly
rate of return for all TSP Funds;

(ii) Determine the number of shares
the participant would have received at
conversion; and

(iii) Determine the dollar value of
those shares on the posting date by
using the greater of either the G Fund
share price or the average share price
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for all of the TSP Funds. The dif-
ference between the dollar value of the
contribution or loan payment on the
posting date and the dollar value of the
contribution or loan payment on the
‘‘as of”’ date is the breakage.

(c) Posting contributions and loan pay-
ments. Makeup and late contributions,
late loan payments, and breakage, will
be posted to the participant’s account
according to his or her contribution al-
location on file for the posting date. If
there is no contribution allocation on
file for the posting date, they will be
posted to the G Fund.

(d) Charging breakage. If the dollar
amount posted to the participant’s ac-
count is greater than the dollar
amount of the makeup or late con-
tribution or late loan payment, the
TSP will charge the agency the addi-
tional amount. If the dollar amount
posted to the participant’s account is
less than the dollar amount of the
makeup or late contribution, or late
loan payment, the difference between
the amount of the contribution and the
amount posted will be forfeited to the
TSP.

(e) Posting of multiple contributions. If
the TSP posts multiple makeup or late
contributions or late loan payments
with different ‘“‘as of”” dates for a par-
ticipant on the same business day, the
amount of breakage charged to the em-
ploying agency or forfeited to the TSP
will be determined separately for each
transaction, without netting any gains
or losses attributable to different ‘‘as
of”” dates. In addition, gains and losses
from different sources of contributions
or different TSP Funds will not be net-
ted against each other. Instead, break-
age will be determined separately for
each as-of date, TSP Fund, and source
of contributions.

[70 FR 32209, June 1, 2005]

Subpart B—Employing Agency
Errors

§1605.11 Makeup of missed or insuffi-
cient contributions.

(a) Applicability. This section applies
whenever, as the result of an employ-
ing agency error, a participant does
not receive all of the TSP contribu-
tions to which he or she is entitled.

5 CFR Ch. VI (1-1-07 Edition)

This includes situations in which an
employing agency error prevents a par-
ticipant from making an election to
contribute to his or her TSP account,
in which an employing agency fails to
implement a contribution election
properly submitted by a participant, in
which an employing agency fails to
make agency automatic (1%) contribu-
tions or agency matching contribu-
tions that it is required to make, or in
which an employing agency otherwise
erroneously contributes less to the
TSP for a participant’s account than it
should have. The corrections required
by this section must be made in ac-
cordance with this part and the proce-
dures provided to employing agencies
by the Board in bulletins or other guid-
ance. It is the responsibility of the em-
ploying agency to determine whether it
has made an error that entitles a par-
ticipant to error correction under this
section.

(b) Employer makeup contributions. If
an employing agency has failed to
make agency automatic (1%) contribu-
tions that are required under 5 U.S.C.
8432(c)(1)(A), agency matching con-
tributions that are required under sec-
tion 8432(c)(2), or matching contribu-
tions that are authorized under 37
U.S.C. 211(d), the following rules apply:

(1) The employing agency must
promptly submit all missed contribu-
tions to the TSP record keeper on be-
half of the affected participant. For
each pay date involved, the employing
agency must submit a separate pay-
ment record showing the ‘“‘as of”’ date
for the contributions.

(2) The TSP will calculate the break-
age due to the participant and post
both the contributions and the associ-
ated breakage to the participant’s ac-
count in accordance with §1605.2.

(c) Employee makeup contributions.
Within 30 days of receiving information
from his or her employing agency indi-
cating that the employing agency ac-
knowledges that an error has occurred
which has caused a smaller amount of
employee contributions to be made to
the participant’s account than should
have been made, a participant may
elect to establish a schedule to make
up the deficient contributions through
future payroll deductions. Employee
makeup contributions can be made in
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addition to any TSP contributions that
the participant is otherwise entitled to
make. The following rules apply to em-
ployee makeup contributions:

(1) The schedule of makeup contribu-
tions elected by the participant must
establish the dollar amount of the con-
tributions to be made each pay period
over the duration of the schedule. The
contribution amount per pay period
may vary during the course of the
schedule, but the total amount to be
contributed must be established when
the schedule is created. After the
schedule is created, a participant may,
with the agreement of his or her agen-
cy, elect to change his or her payment
amount (e.g., to accelerate payment).
The length of the schedule may not ex-
ceed four times the number of pay peri-
ods over which the error occurred.

(2) At its discretion, an employing
agency may set a ceiling on the length
of a schedule of employee makeup con-
tributions which is less than four times
the number of pay periods over which
the error occurred. The ceiling may
not, however, be less than twice the
number of pay periods over which the
error occurred.

(3) The employing agency must im-
plement the participant’s schedule of
makeup contributions as soon as prac-
ticable.

(4) For each pay date involved, the
employing agency must submit a sepa-
rate payment record showing the ‘“‘as
of”’ date for which the employee con-
tribution should have been made. An
employee is not eligible to make up
contributions with an ‘“‘as of’ date oc-
curring during a period of six months
following a financial hardship in-serv-
ice withdrawal, as provided in 5 CFR
1650.33. An employee may make up con-
tributions during a period of ineligi-
bility due to a hardship withdrawal as
long as the ‘“‘as of’’ date is for an ear-
lier period.

(5) Employee makeup contributions
will be invested in accordance with the
participant’s current contribution allo-
cation. The number of shares of each
TSP Fund which will be purchased will
be determined by dividing the amount
of the makeup contributions by the
share price of the applicable fund(s) on
the posting date.
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(6) Employee makeup contributions
will be included for purposes of apply-
ing the annual limit contained in In-
ternal Revenue Code (L.R.C.) section
402(g) (26 U.S.C. 402(g2)(1)). For purposes
of applying that limit, employee make-
up contributions will be applied
against the limit for the year of the
“‘as of”’ date.

(i) Before establishing a schedule of
employee makeup contributions, the
employing agency must review any
schedule proposed by the affected par-
ticipant, as well as the participant’s
prior TSP contributions, if any, to de-
termine whether the makeup contribu-
tions, when combined with prior con-
tributions for the same year, would ex-
ceed the annual contribution limit(s)
contained in I.R.C. section 402(g) for
the year(s) with respect to which the
contributions are being made.

(ii) The employing agency must not
permit contributions that, when com-
bined with prior contributions, would
exceed the applicable annual contribu-
tion limit contained in I.R.C. section
402(g).

(7) A schedule of employee makeup
contributions may be suspended if a
participant has insufficient net pay to
permit the makeup contributions. If
this happens, the period of suspension
should not be counted against the max-
imum number of pay periods to which
the participant is entitled in order to
complete the schedule of makeup con-
tributions.

(8) A participant may elect to termi-
nate a schedule of employee makeup
contributions at any time, but a termi-
nation is irrevocable. If a participant
separates from Federal service, the
participant may elect to accelerate the
payment schedule by a lump sum con-
tribution from his or her final pay-
check.

(9) At the same time that a partici-
pant makes up missed employee con-
tributions, the employing agency must
make any agency matching contribu-
tions that would have been made had
the error not occurred. Agency match-
ing contributions must be submitted
pursuant to the rules set forth in para-
graph (b) of this section. A participant
may not receive matching contribu-
tions associated with any employee
contributions that are not actually
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made up. If employee makeup con-
tributions are suspended in accordance
with paragraph (c)(7) of this section,
the payment of agency matching con-
tributions must also be suspended.

(10) If a participant transfers to an
employing agency different from the
one by which the participant was em-
ployed at the time of the missed con-
tributions, it remains the responsi-
bility of the former employing agency
to determine whether employing agen-
cy error was responsible for the missed
contributions. If it is determined that
such an error has occurred, the current
agency must take any necessary steps
to correct the error. The current agen-
cy may seek reimbursement from the
former agency of any amount that
would have been paid by the former
agency had the error not occurred.

(11) Employee makeup contributions
may be made only by payroll deduction
from basic pay or, for uniformed serv-
ices participants, from basic pay, in-
centive pay, or special pay, including
bonus pay. Contributions by check,
money order, cash, or other form of
payment directly from the participant
to the TSP, or from the participant to
the employing agency for deposit to
the TSP, are not permitted.

[68 FR 35498, June 13, 2003, as amended at 70
FR 32210, June 1, 2005]

§1605.12 Removal of erroneous con-
tributions.

(a) Applicability. This section applies
to the removal of funds erroneously
contributed to the TSP. The TSP calls
this action a negative adjustment, and
agencies may only request negative ad-
justments of erroneous contributions
made on or after January 1, 2000. Ex-
cess contributions addressed by this
section include, for example, excess
employee contributions that result
from employing agency error and ex-
cess employer contributions. This sec-
tion does not address excess contribu-
tions resulting from a FERCCA correc-
tion; those contributions are addressed
in §1605.14.

(b) Method of correction. Negative ad-
justment records must be submitted by
employing agencies in accordance with
this part and any other procedures pro-
vided by the Board.
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(1) To remove money from a partici-
pant’s account, the employing agency
must submit, for each attributable pay
date involved, a negative adjustment
record stating the attributable pay
date and the amount, by source, of the
erroneous contribution.

(2) A negative adjustment record may
be for any part of the contributions
made for the attributable pay date.
However, for each source of contribu-
tions, the negative adjustment may
not exceed the amount of the contribu-
tions made for that date, minus any
prior negative adjustments for the
same date.

(c) Processing negative adjustments. To
determine current value, a negative ad-
justment will be allocated among the
TSP Funds as it would have been allo-
cated on the attributable pay period
(as reported by the employing agency).

(1) If the attributable pay date for
the erroneous contribution is on or be-
fore the date TSP accounts were con-
verted to shares (and on or after Janu-
ary 1, 2000), the TSP will, for each
source of contributions and investment
fund:

(i) Determine the dollar value of the
amount to be removed by using the
monthly returns for the applicable TSP
Fund;

(ii) Determine the number of shares
that the dollar value determined in
paragraph (¢)(1)(i) of this section would
have purchased on the conversion date;
and

(iii) Multiply the price per share for
the date the adjustment is posted by
the number of shares calculated in
paragraph (c)(1)(ii) of this section.

(2) If the attributable pay date of the
negative adjustment is after the date
TSP accounts were converted to
shares, the TSP will, for each source of
contributions and TSP Fund:

(i) Determine the number of shares
that represent the amount of the con-
tribution to be removed using the
share price on the attributable pay
date; and

(ii) Multiply the price per share on
the date the adjustment is posted by
the number of shares calculated in
paragraph (¢)(2)(i) of this section.
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(d) Employee contributions. The fol-
lowing rules apply to negative adjust-
ments involving employee contribu-
tions:

(1) If, on the posting date, the
amount calculated under paragraph (c)
of this section is equal to or greater
than the amount of the proposed nega-
tive adjustment, the full amount of the
adjustment will be removed from the
participant’s account and returned to
the employing agency. Earnings on the
erroneous contribution will remain in
the participant’s account;

(2) If, on the posting date, the
amount calculated under paragraph (c)
of this section is less than the amount
of the proposed negative adjustment,
the amount of the adjustment, reduced
by the investment loss, will be removed
from the participant’s account and re-
turned to the employing agency. How-
ever, the employing agency must re-
fund to the participant the full amount
of the erroneous contribution;

(3) If an employing agency requests
the removal of erroneous employee
contributions from a participant’s ac-
count, it must also request the re-
moval, under paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion, of any attributable agency
matching contributions; and

(4) If all employee contributions are
removed from a participant’s account
under the rules set forth in this sec-
tion, the earnings attributable to those
contributions will remain in the ac-
count until the participant removes
them with an in-service or a post-em-
ployment withdrawal. If the partici-
pant is not eligible to maintain a TSP
account, the employing agency must
submit an employee data record to the
TSP indicating that the participant
has separated from Federal service
(this will allow the TSP-ineligible par-
ticipant to make a post-employment
withdrawal election).

(e) Employer contributions. The fol-
lowing rules apply to negative adjust-
ments involving erroneous employer
contributions:

(1) The amount calculated under
paragraph (c) of this section will be re-
moved from the participant’s account.

(2) Erroneous employer contributions
will be returned to the employing agen-
cy only if the negative adjustment
record is posted by the TSP record
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keeper within one year of the date the
erroneous contribution was posted. If
one year or more has elapsed when the
negative adjustment record is posted,
the amount computed under paragraph
(c) of this section will be removed from
the participant’s account and used to
offset TSP administrative expenses;

(3) If the erroneous contribution has
been in the participant’s account for
less than one year when the negative
adjustment record is posted and the
amount computed under paragraph (c)
of this section is equal to or greater
than the amount of the adjustment,
the employing agency will receive the
full amount of the erroneous contribu-
tion. Any earnings attributable to the
erroneous contribution will be removed
from the participant’s account and
used to offset TSP administrative ex-
penses;

(4) If the erroneous contribution has
been in the participant’s account for
less than one year when the negative
adjustment record is posted, and the
amount computed under paragraph (c)
of this section is less than the amount
of the adjustment, the employing agen-
cy will receive the amount of the erro-
neous contribution reduced by the in-
vestment loss; and

(5) An employing agency’s obligation
to submit negative adjustment records
to remove erroneous contributions
from a participant’s account is not af-
fected by the length of time the con-
tributions have been in the account.

(f)(1) If multiple negative adjust-
ments for the same attributable pay
date for a participant are posted on the
same business day, the amount re-
moved from the participant’s account
and used to offset TSP administrative
expenses, or returned to the employing
agency, will be determined separately
for each adjustment. Earnings and
losses for erroneous contributions
made on different dates will not be net-
ted against each other. In addition, for
a negative adjustment for any attrib-
utable pay date, gains and losses from
different sources of contributions or
different TSP Funds will not be netted
against each other. Instead, for each
attributable pay date each source of
contributions and each TSP Fund will
be treated separately for purposes of
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these calculations. The amount com-
puted by applying the rules in this sec-
tion will be removed from the partici-
pant’s account pro rata from all funds,
by source, based on the allocation of
the participant’s account among the
TSP Funds when the transaction is
posted; and

(2) If there is insufficient money in
the same source of contributions to
cover the amount to be removed or the
amount of the requested adjustment,
the negative adjustment record will be
rejected.

[70 FR 32210, June 1, 2005]

§1605.13 Back pay awards and other
retroactive pay adjustments.

(a) Participant not employed. The fol-
lowing rules apply to participants who
receive a back pay award or other ret-
roactive pay adjustment for a period
during which the participant was sepa-
rated from Government employment:

(1) If the participant is reinstated to
Government employment, immediately
upon reinstatement the employing
agency must give the participant the
opportunity to submit a contribution
election to make current contribu-
tions. The contribution election will be
effective as soon as administratively
feasible, but no later than the first day
of the first full pay period after it is re-
ceived;

(2) The employing agency must give
the participant the following options
for electing makeup contributions:

(i) If the participant had a contribu-
tion election on file when he or she sep-
arated, upon the participant’s rein-
statement to Government employment,
that election will be reinstated for pur-
poses of the makeup contributions; or

(ii) Instead of making contributions
for the period of separation in accord-
ance with the reinstated contribution
election, the participant may submit a
new contribution election if he or she
would have been eligible to make such
an election but for the erroneous sepa-
ration.

(3) All contributions made under this
paragraph (a) and associated breakage
will be invested according to the par-
ticipant’s contribution allocation on
the posting date. Breakage will be cal-
culated using the G Fund share prices
in accordance with §1605.2 unless other-
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wise required by the employing agency
or the court or other tribunal with ju-
risdiction over the back pay case.

(b) Participant employed. The fol-
lowing rules apply to participants who
receive a back pay award or other ret-
roactive pay adjustment for a period
during which the participant was not
separated from Government employ-
ment:

(1) The participant will be entitled to
make up contributions for the period
covered by the back pay award or ret-
roactive pay adjustment only if for
that period—

(i) The participant had designated a
percentage of basic pay to be contrib-
uted to the TSP; or

(ii) The participant had designated a
dollar amount of contributions each
pay period which equaled the applica-
ble ceiling (FERS or CSRS) on con-
tributions per pay period, and which,
therefore, was limited as a result of the
reduction in pay that is made up by the
back pay award or other retroactive
pay adjustment;

(2) The employing agency must com-
pute the amount of additional em-
ployee contributions, agency matching
contributions, and agency automatic
(1%) contributions that would have
been contributed to the participant’s
account had the reduction in pay lead-
ing to the back pay award or other ret-
roactive pay adjustment not occurred;
and

(3) All contributions under this para-
graph (b) and associated breakage will
be posted to the participant’s account
based on the participant’s contribution
allocation on the posting date. Break-
age will be calculated in accordance
with §1605.2.

(c) Contributions to be deducted before
payment or other retroactive pay adjust-
ment. Employee makeup contributions
required under paragraphs (a) and (b) of
this section:

(1) Must be computed before the back
pay award or other retroactive pay ad-
justment is paid, deducted from the
back pay or other retroactive pay ad-
justment, and submitted to the TSP
record keeper;

(2) Must not cause the participant to
exceed the annual contribution limit(s)
contained in sections 402(g) and 415(c)
of the I.R.C. (26 U.S.C. 402(g) and 415(c))
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for the year(s) with respect to which
the contributions are being made, tak-
ing into consideration the TSP con-
tributions already made in (or with re-
spect to) that year; and

(3) Must be accompanied by attrib-
utable agency matching contributions.
In any event, regardless of whether a
participant elects to make up em-
ployee contributions, the employing
agency must make all appropriate
agency automatic (1%) contributions
associated with the back pay award or
other retroactive pay adjustment.

(d) Prior withdrawal of TSP account. If
a participant has withdrawn his or her
TSP account other than by purchasing
an annuity, and the separation from
Federal service upon which the with-
drawal was based is reversed, resulting
in reinstatement of the participant
without a break in service, the partici-
pant will have the option to restore the
amount withdrawn to his or her TSP
account. The right to restore the with-
drawn funds will expire if the partici-
pant does not notify the Board within
90 days of reinstatement. If the partici-
pant returns the funds that were with-
drawn, the number of shares purchased
will be determined by using the share
price of the applicable investment fund
on the posting date. Restored funds
will not incur breakage.

(e) Participants who are covered by
paragraph (d) of this section and who
elect to return funds that were with-
drawn may also elect to reinstate a
loan which was previously declared to
be a taxable distribution.

[66 FR 44277, Aug. 22, 2001, as amended at 68
FR 35500, June 13, 2003; 68 FR 74451, Dec. 23,
2003; 70 FR 32211, June 1, 2005]

§1605.14 Misclassified retirement sys-
tem coverage.

(a) If a CSRS participant is
misclassified by an employing agency
as a FERS participant, when the
misclassification is corrected:

(1) Employee contributions that ex-
ceed the applicable contribution per-
centage for the pay period(s) involved
may remain in the participant’s ac-
count. The participant may request the
return of excess employee contribu-
tions made on or after January 1, 2000;
those contributed before January 1,
2000, must remain in the participant’s
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account. If the participant requests a
refund of employee contributions, the
employing agency must submit a nega-
tive adjustment records to remove
these funds, under the procedure de-
scribed in §1605.12.

(2) The TSP will forfeit all agency
contributions that were made to a
CSRS participant’s account. An em-
ploying agency may submit a negative
adjustment record to request the re-
turn of an erroneous contribution that
has been in the participant’s account
for less than one year.

(b) If a FERS participant is
misclassified by an employing agency
as a CSRS participant, when the
misclassification is corrected:

(1) The participant may not elect to
have the contributions made while
classified as CSRS removed from his or
her account;

(2) The participant may, under the
rules of §1605.11, elect to make up con-
tributions that he or she would have
been eligible to make as a FERS par-
ticipant during the period of
misclassification;

(3) The employing agency must,
under the rules of §1605.11, make agen-
cy automatic (1%) contributions and
agency matching contributions on em-
ployee contributions that were made
while the participant was
misclassified;

(4) If the retirement coverage correc-
tion is a FERCCA correction, the em-
ploying agency must submit makeup
employee contributions on late pay-
ment records. The participant is enti-
tled to breakage on contributions from
all three sources. Breakage will be cal-
culated pursuant to §1605.2. If the re-
tirement coverage correction is not a
FERCCA correction, the employing
agency must submit makeup employee
contributions on current payment
records; in such cases, the employee is
not entitled to breakage. Agency
makeup contributions may be sub-
mitted on either current or late pay-
ment records; and

(5) If employee contributions were
made up before the Office of Personnel
Management implemented its regula-
tions on FERCCA correction, and the
correction is considered to be a
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FERCCA correction, an amount to rep-
licate TSP lost earnings will be cal-
culated by the Office of Personnel Man-
agement pursuant to its regulations
and provided to the employing agency
for transmission to the TSP record
keeper.

(c) If a participant was misclassified
as either FERS or CSRS and the retire-
ment coverage is corrected to FICA
only, the participant is no longer eligi-
ble to participate in the TSP.

(1) Employee contributions in the ac-
count are subject to the rules in para-
graph (a)(1) of this section.

(2) Employer contributions in the ac-
count are subject to the rules in para-
graphs (a)(2) and (a)(3) of this section.

(3) The TSP will consider a partici-
pant to be separated from Federal serv-
ice for all TSP purposes and the em-
ploying agency must submit an em-
ployee data record to reflect separation
from Federal service. If the participant
has an outstanding loan, it will be sub-
ject to the provisions of 5 CFR 1655.13.
The participant may make a TSP post-
employment withdrawal election pur-
suant to 5 CFR part 1650, subpart B,
and the withdrawal will be subject to
the provisions of 5 CFR 1650.60(b).

(d) If a FERS or CSRS participant is
misclassified by an employing agency
as FICA only, when the
misclassification is corrected the par-
ticipant may, pursuant to §1605.11 of
this part, elect to make up contribu-
tions that he or she would have been
eligible to make as a FERS or CSRS
participant during the period of
misclassification. If the participant
makes up employee contributions, the
rules in paragraph (b)(5) of this section
apply. If the participant is corrected to
FERS, the rules in paragraphs (b)(3)
and (b)(4) of this section also apply.

[66 FR 44277, Aug. 22, 2001, as amended at 68
FR 35500, June 13, 2003; 68 FR 74451, Dec. 23,
2003; 70 FR 32212, June 1, 2005]

§1605.15 Reporting and processing
late contributions and late loan
payments.

(a) The employing agency must
promptly submit late contributions to
the TSP record keeper on behalf of the
affected participant on late payment
records as soon as the error is discov-
ered. For each pay date involved, the
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employing agency must submit a sepa-
rate record showing the ‘‘as of”’ date
for the contributions. Breakage for
both employee and agency contribu-
tions will be calculated, posted, and
charged to the agency or forfeited to
the TSP in accordance with §1605.2.

(b) If an employing agency deducts
loan payments from a participant’s
pay, but fails to submit those pay-
ments to the TSP for the pay date for
which they were deducted (or submits
them in a manner that prevents them
from being timely credited to the par-
ticipant’s account), the employing
agency will be responsible for paying
breakage using the procedure described
in §1605.2. The loan payment record
must contain the ‘‘as of”’ date for
which the loan payment was deducted.

(c) All contributions or loan pay-
ments on payment records contained in
a payroll submission that was received
from an employing agency more than
30 days after the pay date associated
with the payroll submission (as re-
ported on the appropriate journal
voucher), will be subject to breakage
calculated, posted, and charged to the
employing agency (or forfeited to the
TSP) in accordance with §1605.2. The
employing agency will be apprised of
the breakage due for each record re-
ported on the late submission.

[68 FR 35501, June 13, 2003]

§1605.16 Claims for correction of em-
ploying agency errors; time limita-
tions.

(a) Agency’s discovery of error. Upon
discovery of an error made within the
past six months involving the correct
or timely remittance of payments to
the TSP (other than a retirement sys-
tem misclassification error, as covered
in paragraph (c) of this section), an em-
ploying agency must promptly correct
the error on its own initiative. If the
error was made more than six months
before it was discovered, the agency
may exercise sound discretion in decid-
ing whether to correct it, but, in any
event, the agency must act promptly in
doing so.

(b) Participant’s discovery of error. If
an agency fails to discover an error of
which a participant has knowledge in-
volving the correct or timely remit-
tance of a payment to the TSP (other
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than a retirement system
misclassification error as covered by
paragraph (c) of this section), the par-
ticipant may file a claim with his or
her employing agency to have the error
corrected without a time limit. The
agency must promptly correct any
such error for which the participant
files a claim within six months of its
occurrence; if the participant files a
claim to correct any such error after
that time, the agency may do so at its
sound discretion.

(c) Retirement system misclassification
error. Errors arising from retirement
system misclassification must be cor-
rected no matter when they are discov-
ered, whether by an agency or a partic-
ipant.

(d) Agency procedures. Each employ-
ing agency must establish procedures
for participants to submit claims for
correction under this subpart. Each
employing agency’s procedures must
include the following:

(1) The employing agency must pro-
vide the participant with a decision on
any claim within 30 days of its receipt,
unless the employing agency provides
the participant with good cause for re-
quiring a longer period to decide the
claim. A decision to deny a claim in
whole or in part must be in writing and
must include the reasons for the de-
nial, citations to any applicable stat-
utes, regulations, or procedures, a de-
scription of any additional material
that would enable the participant to
perfect the claim, and a statement of
the steps necessary to appeal the de-
nial;

(2) The employing agency must per-
mit a participant at least 30 days to ap-
peal the employing agency’s denial of
all or any part of a claim for correction
under this subpart. The appeal must be
in writing and addressed to the agency
official designated in the initial deci-
sion or in procedures promulgated by
the agency. The participant may in-
clude with his or her appeal any docu-
mentation or comments that the par-
ticipant deems relevant to the claim;

(3) The employing agency must issue
a written decision on a timely appeal
within 30 days of receipt of the appeal,
unless the employing agency provides
the participant with good cause for re-
quiring a longer period to decide the
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appeal. The employing agency decision
must include the reasons for the deci-
sion, as well as citations to any appli-
cable statutes, regulations, or proce-
dures; and

(4) If the agency decision on the ap-
peal is not issued in a timely manner,
or if the appeal is denied in whole or in
part, the participant will be deemed to
have exhausted his or her administra-
tive remedies and will be eligible to file
suit against the employing agency
under 5 U.S.C. 8477. There is no admin-
istrative appeal to the Board of a final
agency decision.

[66 FR 44277, Aug. 22, 2001, as amended at 70
FR 32212, June 1, 2005]

Subpart C—Board or TSP Record
Keeper Errors

§1605.21 Plan-paid
other corrections.

(a) Plan-paid breakage. (1) Subject to
paragraph (a)(3) of this section, if, be-
cause of an error committed by the
Board or the TSP record keeper, a par-
ticipant’s account is not credited or
charged with the investment gains or
losses the account have received had
the error not occurred, the account
will be credited accordingly.

(2) Errors that warrant the crediting
of breakage under paragraph (a)(l) of
this section include, but are not lim-
ited to:

(i) Delay in crediting contributions
or other money to a participant’s ac-
count;

(ii) Improper issuance of a loan or
withdrawal payment to a participant
or beneficiary which requires the
money to be restored to the partici-
pant’s account; and

(iii) Investment of all or part of a
participant’s account in the wrong in-
vestment fund(s).

(3) A participant will not be entitled
to breakage under paragraph (a)(l) of
this section if the participant had the
use of the money on which the invest-
ment gains would have accrued.

(4) If the participant continued to
have a TSP account, or would have
continued to have a TSP account but
for the Board or TSP record keeper’s
error, the TSP will compute gains or
losses under paragraph (a)(1) of this
section for the relevant period based

breakage and
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upon the investment funds in which
the affected money would have been in-
vested had the error not occurred. If
the participant did not have, and
should not have had, a TSP account
during this period, then the TSP will
use the G Fund rate of return for the
relevant period and return the money
to the participant.

(b) Other corrections. The Executive
Director may, in his discretion and
consistent with the requirements of ap-
plicable law, correct any other errors
not specifically addressed in this sec-
tion, including payment of breakage, if
the Executive Director determines that
the correction would serve the inter-
ests of justice and fairness and equity
among all participants of the TSP.

[70 FR 32212, June 1, 2005]

§1605.22 Claims for correction of
Board or TSP record keeper errors;
time limitations.

(a) Filing claims. Claims for correc-
tion of Board or TSP record keeper er-
rors under this subpart may be sub-
mitted initially either to the TSP
record keeper or the Board. The claim
must be in writing and may be from
the affected participant or beneficiary.

(b) Board’s or TSP record keeper’s dis-
covery of error. (1) Upon discovery of an
error made within the past six months
involving a receipt or a disbursement,
the Board or TSP record keeper must
promptly correct the error on its own
initiative. If the error was made more
than six months before its discovery,
the Board or the TSP record keeper
may exercise sound discretion in decid-
ing whether to correct the error, but,
in any event, must act promptly in
doing so.

(2) For errors concerning contribu-
tion allocations or interfund transfers,
the Board or the TSP record keeper
must promptly correct the error if it is
discovered before 30 days after the
issuance of the earlier of the most re-
cent TSP participant (or loan) state-
ment or transaction confirmation that
reflected the error. If it is discovered
after that time, the Board or TSP
record keeper may use its sound discre-
tion in deciding whether to correct it,
but, in any event, must act promptly
in doing so.
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(c) Participant’s or beneficiary’s dis-
covery of error. (1) If the Board or TSP
record keeper fails to discover an error
of which a participant or beneficiary
has knowledge involving a receipt or a
disbursement, the participant or bene-
ficiary may file a claim for correction
of the error with the Board or the TSP
record keeper without time limit. The
Board or the TSP record keeper must
promptly correct any such error for
which the participant or beneficiary
filed a claim within six months of its
occurrence; the correction of any such
error for which the participant or bene-
ficiary filed a claim after that time is
in the sound discretion of the Board or
TSP record keeper.

(2) For errors involving contribution
allocations or interfund transfers of
which a participant or beneficiary has
knowledge, he or she may file a claim
for correction with the Board or TSP
record keeper no later than 30 days
after the TSP provides the participant
with a transaction confirmation re-
flecting the error, or makes available
on its Web site a participant statement
detailing the error. The Board or TSP
record keeper must promptly correct
such errors.

(3) If a participant or beneficiary
fails to file a claim for correction of
contribution allocations or interfund
transfers in a timely manner, the
Board or TSP record keeper may never-
theless, in its sound discretion, correct
any such error that is brought to its
attention.

(d) Processing claims. (1) If the initial
claim is submitted to the TSP record
keeper, the TSP record keeper may ei-
ther respond directly to the claimant,
or may forward the claim to the Board
for response. If the TSP record keeper
responds to a claim, and all or any part
of the claim is denied, the claimant
may request review by the Board with-
in 90 days of the date of the record
keeper’s response.

(2) If the Board denies all or any part
of a claim (whether upon review of a
TSP record keeper denial or upon an
initial review by the Board), the claim-
ant will be deemed to have exhausted
his or her administrative remedy and
may file suit under 5 U.S.C. 8477. If the
claimant does not submit a request to
the Board for review of a claim denial
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by the TSP record keeper within the 90
days permitted under paragraph (d)(1)
of this section, the claimant will be
deemed to have accepted the TSP
record keeper’s decision.

[66 FR 44277, Aug. 22, 2001, as amended at 70
FR 32212, June 1, 2005]

Subpart D—Miscellaneous
Provisions

§1605.31 Contributions missed as a re-
sult of military service.

(a) Applicability. This section applies
to employees who meet the conditions
specified at 5 CFR 1620.40 and who are
eligible to make up employee contribu-
tions or to receive employing agency
contributions missed as a result of
military service.

(b) Missed employee contributions. An
employee who separates or enters non-
pay status to perform military service
may be eligible to make up TSP con-
tributions when he or she is reem-
ployed or restored to pay status in the
civilian service. Eligibility for making
up missed employee contributions will
be determined in accordance with the
rules specified at 5 CFR part 1620, sub-
part E. Missed employee contributions
must be made up in accordance with
the rules set out in §1605.11(c) and 5
CFR 1620.42.

(c) Missed agency contributions. This
paragraph (c) applies only to an em-
ployee who would have been eligible to
receive agency contributions had he or
she remained in civilian service or pay
status. A FERS employee who sepa-
rates or enters nonpay status to per-
form military service is eligible to re-
ceive agency makeup contributions
when he or she is reemployed or re-
stored to pay status in the civilian
service, as follows:

(1) The employee is entitled to re-
ceive the agency automatic (1%) con-
tributions that he or she would have
received had he or she remained in ci-
vilian service or pay status. Within 60
days of the employee’s reemployment
or restoration to pay status, the em-
ploying agency must calculate the
agency automatic (1%) makeup con-
tributions and report those contribu-
tions to the record keeper.

(2) An employee who contributed to a
uniformed services TSP account during
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the period of military service is also
immediately entitled to receive agency
matching makeup contributions to his
or her civilian account for the em-
ployee contributions to the uniformed
services account that were deducted
from his or her basic pay, subject to
any reduction in matching contribu-
tions required by paragraph (c)(4) of
this section. However, an employee is
not entitled to receive agency match-
ing makeup contributions on contribu-
tions that were deducted from his or
her incentive pay or special pay, in-
cluding bonus pay, while performing
military service.

(3) An employee who makes up
missed contributions is entitled to re-
ceive attributable agency matching
makeup contributions (unless the em-
ployee has already received the max-
imum amount of matching contribu-
tions, as described in paragraphs (c)(2)
and (c)(4) of this section).

(4) If the employee received uni-
formed services matching contribu-
tions, the agency matching makeup
contributions will be reduced by the
amount of the uniformed services
matching contributions.

(d) Breakage. The employee is enti-
tled to breakage on agency contribu-
tions made under paragraph (c) of this
section. The employee will elect to
have the calculation based on either
the contribution allocation(s) on file
for the participant during the period of
military service or the G Fund; the
participant must make this election at
the same time his or her makeup
schedule is established pursuant to
§1605.11(c).

[67 FR 49525, July 30, 2002, as amended at 70
FR 32212, June 1, 2005]

PART 1606 [RESERVED]

PART 1620—EXPANDED AND
CONTINUING ELIGIBILITY

Subpart A—General

Sec.

1620.1 Application.
1620.2 Definitions.
1620.3 Contributions.
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Scope.
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Payment to the record keeper.

Subpart C—Justices and Judges

1620.20
1620.21
1620.22
1620.23

Scope.
Contributions.
Withdrawals.
Spousal rights.

Subpart D—Nonappropriated Fund
Employees

1620.30 Scope.

1620.31 Definition.

1620.32 Employees who move to a NAF in-
strumentality on or after August 10, 1996.

1620.33 [Reserved]

1620.34 Employees who move from a NAF in-
strumentality to a Federal Government
agency.

1620.35 Lioan payments.

1620.36 Transmission of information.

Subpart E—Uniformed Services Employ-
ment and Reemployment Rights Act
(USERRA)—Covered Military Service

1620.40 Scope.

1620.41 Definitions.

1620.42 Processing TSP contribution elec-
tions.

1620.43 Agency payments to record keeper;
agency ultimately responsible.

1620.44 Restoring forfeited agency auto-
matic (1%) contributions.

1620.45 Suspending TSP loans,
post-employment withdrawals,
versing taxable distributions.

1620.46 Agency responsibilities.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 8474(b)(5) and (c)(1).

Subpart C also issued under 5 TU.S.C.
8440a(b)(7), 8440b(b)(8), and 8440c(b)(8).

Subpart D also issued under sec. 1043(b) of
Pub. L. 104-106, 110 Stat. 186, and sec.
7202(m)(2) of Pub. L. 101-508, 104 Stat. 1388.

Subpart E also issued under 5 U.S.C.
8432b(1) and 8440e.

SOURCE: 64 FR 31057, June 9, 1999, unless
otherwise noted.

restoring
and re-

Subpart A—General

§1620.1 Application.

The Federal Employees’ Retirement
System Act of 1986 (codified as amend-

5 CFR Ch. VI (1-1-07 Edition)

ed largely at 5 U.S.C. 8351 and 8401
through 8479) originally limited TSP
eligibility to specifically named groups
of employees. On various occasions,
Congress has since expanded TSP eligi-
bility to other groups. Depending on
the circumstances, that subsequent
legislation requires retroactive con-
tributions or provides other special fea-
tures. Where necessary, this part de-
scribes those special features. The em-
ployees and employing agencies cov-
ered by this part are also governed by
the other regulations in 5 CFR chapter
VI to the extent that they do not con-
flict with the regulations of this part.

[64 FR 31057, June 9, 1999, as amended at 70
FR 32213, June 1, 2005]

§1620.2 Definitions.

The definitions generally applicable
to the Thrift Savings Plan are set forth
at 5 CFR 1690.1.

[70 FR 32213, June 1, 2005]

§1620.3 Contributions.

The employing agency is responsible
for transmitting to the Board’s record
keeper, in accordance with Board pro-
cedures, any employee and employer
contributions that are required by this
part.

§1620.4 Notices.

An employing agency must notify af-
fected employees of the application of
this part as soon as practicable.

Subpart B—Cooperative Extension
Service, Union, and Intergov-
ernmental Personnel Act Em-
ployees

§1620.10 Definition.

As used in this subpart, employing au-
thority means the entity that employs
an individual described in §1620.11 and
which has the authority to make per-
sonnel compensation decisions for such
employee.

§1620.11 Scope.

This subpart applies to any indi-
vidual participating in CSRS or FERS
who:
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(a) Has been appointed or otherwise
assigned to one of the cooperative ex-
tension services, as defined in 7 U.S.C.
3103(5);

(b) Has entered on approved leave
without pay to serve as a full-time offi-
cer or employee of an organization
composed primarily of employees as
defined by 5 U.S.C. 8331(1) and 8401(11);
or

(c) Has been assigned, on an approved
leave-without-pay basis, from a Fed-
eral agency to a state or local govern-
ment under 5 U.S.C. chapter 33, sub-
chapter VI.

§1620.12 Employing
tributions.

authority con-

The employing authority, at its sole
discretion, may choose to make em-
ployer contributions under 5 TU.S.C.
8432(c) for employees who are covered
under FERS. Such contributions may
be made for any period of eligible serv-
ice after January 1, 1984, provided that
the employing agency must treat all
its employees who are eligible to re-
ceive employer contributions in the
same manner. The employing author-
ity can commence or terminate em-
ployer contributions at any time after
providing all affected employees with
notice of a decision to commence or
terminate such contributions at least
45 days before the beginning of the ap-
plicable election period. The employing
authority may not contribute to the
TSP on behalf of CSRS employees.

[64 FR 31057, June 9, 1999, as amended at 70
FR 32213, June 1, 2005]

§1620.13 Retroactive contributions.

(a) An employing authority can make
retroactive employer contributions on
behalf of FERS employees described in
this subpart, but cannot duplicate em-
ployer contributions already made to
the TSP.

(b) An employing authority making
retroactive employing agency con-
tributions on behalf of a FERS em-
ployee described in §1620.12 must con-
tinue those contributions (but only to
the extent they relate to service with
the employing authority) if the em-
ployee returns to his or her agency of
record or is transferred to another Fed-
eral agency without a break in service.

§1620.20

(c) CSRS and FERS employees cov-
ered by this subpart can make retro-
active employee contributions relating
to periods of service described in
§1620.12, unless they already have been
given the opportunity to make con-
tributions for these periods of service.

§1620.14 Payment to the record keep-
er.

(a) The employing authority of a co-
operative extension service employee
(described at §1620.11(a)) is responsible
for transmitting employer and em-
ployee contributions to the TSP record
keeper.

(b) The employing authority of a
union employee or an Intergovern-
mental Personnel Act employee (de-
scribed at §1620.11(b) and (c), respec-
tively) is responsible for transmitting
employer and employee contributions
to the employee’s Federal agency of
record. Employee contributions will be
deducted from the employee’s actual
pay. The employee’s agency of record is
responsible for transmitting the em-
ployer and employee’s contributions to
the TSP record Kkeeper in accordance
with Board procedures. The employee’s
election form (TSP-1) will be filed in
the employee’s official personnel folder
or other similar file maintained by the
employing authority.

Subpart C—Justices and Judges

§1620.20 Scope.

(a) This subpart applies to:

(1) A justice or judge of the United
States as defined in 28 U.S.C. 451;

(2) A bankruptcy judge appointed
under 28 U.S.C. 152 or a United States
magistrate judge appointed under 28
U.S.C. 631 who has chosen to receive a
judges’ annuity described at 28 U.S.C.
377 or section 2(c) of the Retirement
and Survivors’ Annuities for Bank-
ruptcy Judges and Magistrates Act of
1988, Public Law 100-659, 102 Stat. 3910-
3921;

(3) A judge of the United States
Court of Federal Claims appointed
under 28 U.S.C. 171 whose retirement is
covered by 28 U.S.C. 178; and

(4) A judge of the Court of Veterans
Appeals appointed under 38 U.S.C. 7253.

(b) This subpart does not apply to a
bankruptcy judge or a United States
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magistrate judge who has not chosen a
judges’ annuity, or to a judge of the
United States Court of Federal Claims
who is not covered by 28 U.S.C. 178.
Those individuals may participate in
the TSP only if they are otherwise cov-
ered by CSRS or FERS.

[64 FR 31057, June 9, 1999, as amended at 70
FR 32213, June 1, 2005]

§1620.21 Contributions.

(a) An individual covered under this
subpart can make contributions to the
TSP from basic pay in the amount de-
scribed at 5 CFR 1600.22(a)(1). Unless
stated otherwise in this subpart, he or
she is covered by the same rules that
apply to a CSRS participant in the
TSP.

(b) The following amounts are not
basic pay and no TSP contributions
can be made from them:

(1) An annuity or salary received by
a justice or judge of the United States
(as defined in 28 U.S.C. 451) who is re-
tired under 28 U.S.C. 371(a) or (b), or
372(a);

(2) Amounts received by a bank-
ruptcy judge or a United States mag-
istrate judge under a judges’ annuity
described at 28 U.S.C. 377;

(3) An annuity or salary received by
a judge of the United States Court of
Federal Claims under 28 U.S.C. 178; and

(4) Retired pay received by a judge of
the United States Court of Veterans
Appeals under 38 U.S.C. 7296.

[64 FR 31057, June 9, 1999, as amended at 70
FR 32213, June 1, 2005]

§1620.22 Withdrawals.

(a) Post-employment withdrawal. An
individual covered under this subpart
can make a post-employment with-
drawal election described at 5 U.S.C.
8433(b):

(1) Upon separation from Government
employment.

(2) In addition to the circumstance
described in paragraph (a)(1) of this
section, a post-employment withdrawal
election can be made by:

(i) A justice or judge of the United
States (as defined in 28 U.S.C. 451) who
retires under 28 U.S.C. 317(a) or (b) or
372(a);

5 CFR Ch. VI (1-1-07 Edition)

(ii) A bankruptcy judge or a United
States magistrate judge receiving a
judges’ annuity under 28 U.S.C. 377;

(iii) A judge of the United States
Court of Federal Claims receiving an
annuity or salary under 28 U.S.C. 178;
and

(iv) A judge of the United States
Court of Veterans Appeals receiving re-
tired pay under 38 U.S.C. 7296.

(b) In-service withdrawals. An indi-
vidual covered under this subpart can
request an in-service withdrawal de-
scribed at 5 U.S.C. 8433(h) if he or she:

(1) Has not separated from Govern-
ment employment; and

(2) Is not receiving retired pay as de-
scribed in paragraph (a)(2) of this sec-
tion.

[64 FR 31057, June 9, 1999, as amended at 70
FR 32213, June 1, 2005]

§1620.23 Spousal rights.

(a) The current spouse of a justice or
judge of the United States (as defined
in 28 U.S.C. 451), or of a Court of Vet-
erans Appeals judge, possesses the
rights described at 5 U.S.C. 8351(b)(5).

(b) A current or former spouse of a
bankruptcy judge, a United States
magistrate judge, or a judge of the
United States Court of Federal Claims,
possesses the rights described at 5
U.S.C. 8435 and 8467 if the judge is cov-
ered under this subpart.

[64 FR 31057, June 9, 1999, as amended at 70
FR 32213, June 1, 2005]

Subpart D—Nonappropriated
Fund Employees

§1620.30 Scope.

This subpart applies to any employee
of a Nonappropriated Fund (NAF) in-
strumentality of the Department of
Defense (DOD) or the U.S. Coast Guard
who elects to be covered by CSRS or
FERS and to any employee in a CSRS-
or FERS-covered position who elects to
be covered by a retirement plan estab-
lished for employees of a NAF instru-
mentality pursuant to the Portability
of Benefits for Nonappropriated Fund
Employees Act of 1990, Public Law 101-
508, 104 Stat. 1388, 1388-335 to 1388-341,
as amended (codified largely at 5 U.S.C.
8347(q) and 8461(n)).
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§1620.31 Definition.

As used in this subpart, move means
moving from a position covered by
CSRS or FERS to a NAF instrumen-
tality of the DOD or Coast Guard, or
vice versa, without a break in service of
more than one year.

§1620.32 Employees who move to a
NAF instrumentality on or after Au-
gust 10, 1996.

Any employee who moves from a
CSRS- or FERS-covered position to a
NAF instrumentality on or after Au-
gust 10, 1996, and who elects to con-
tinue to be covered by CSRS or FERS,
will be eligible to contribute to the
TSP as determined in accordance with
5 CFR part 1600.

§1620.33 [Reserved]

§1620.34 Employees who move from a
NAF instrumentality to a Federal
Government agency.

(a) An employee of a NAF instrumen-
tality who moves from a NAF instru-
mentality to a Federal Government
agency and who elects to be covered by
a NAF retirement system is not eligi-
ble to participate in the TSP. Any TSP
contributions relating to a period for
which an employee elects retroactive
NAF retirement coverage must be re-
moved from the TSP as required by the
regulations at 5 CFR part 1605.

(b) An employee of a NAF instrumen-
tality who moves from a NAF instru-
mentality to a Federal Government
agency and who elects to be covered by
CSRS or FERS will become eligible to
participate in the TSP as determined
in accordance with 5 CFR part 1600.

§1620.35 Loan payments.

NAF instrumentalities must deduct
and transmit TSP loan payments for
employees who elect to be covered by
CSRS or FERS to the record keeper in
accordance with 5 CFR part 16565 and
Board procedures. Loan payments may
not be deducted and transmitted for
employees who elect to be covered by
the NAF retirement system. Such em-
ployees will be considered to have sepa-
rated from Government service and
must prepay their loans or the TSP
will declare the loan to be a taxable
distribution.

§1620.41

§1620.36 Transmission of information.

Any employee who moves to a NAF
instrumentality must be reported by
the losing Federal Government agency
to the TSP record keeper as having
transferred to a NAF instrumentality
of the DOD or Coast Guard rather than
as having separated from Government
service. If the employee subsequently
elects not to be covered by CSRS or
FERS, the NAF instrumentality must
submit an Employee Data Record to re-
port the employee as having separated
from Federal Government service as of
the date of the move.

Subpart E—Uniformed Services
Employment and Reemploy-
ment Rights Act (USERRA)—
Covered Military Service

§1620.40 Scope.

To be covered by this subpart, an em-
ployee must have:

(a) Separated from Federal civilian
service or entered leave-without-pay
status in order to perform military
service; and

(b) Become eligible to seek reemploy-
ment or restoration to duty by virtue
of a release from military service, dis-
charge from hospitalization, or other
similar event that occurred on or after
August 2, 1990; and

(c) Been reemployed in, or restored
to, a position covered by CSRS or
FERS pursuant to the provisions of 38
U.S.C. chapter 43.

§1620.41 Definitions.

As used in this subpart:

Current contributions means contribu-
tions that must be made for the cur-
rent pay date which is reported on the
journal voucher that accompanies the
payroll submission.

Nonpay status means an employer-ap-
proved temporary absence from duty.

Reemployed or returned to pay status
means reemployed in or returned to a
pay status, pursuant to 38 U.S.C. chap-
ter 43, to a position that is subject to 5
U.S.C. 8351 or chapter 84.

Retroactive period means the period
for which an employee can make up
missed employee contributions and re-
ceive missed agency contributions. It
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begins the day after the employee sepa-
rates or enters nonpay status to per-
form military service and ends when
the employee is reemployed or re-
turned to pay status.

Separate from civilian service means to
cease employment with the Federal
Government, the U.S. Postal Service,
or with any other employer from a po-
sition that is deemed to be civilian
Government employment for purposes
of participating in the TSP, for 31 or
more full calendar days.

[67 FR 49525, July 30, 2002]

§1620.42 Processing TSP contribution
elections.

(a) Current contribution election. If the
employee entered nonpay status with a
valid contribution election on file, the
agency must immediately reinstate
that election for current contributions
when the employee returns to pay sta-
tus, unless the employee files a new
contribution election. If the employee
separated to perform military service,
he or she must make a new contribu-
tion election to begin current contribu-
tions.

(b) Makeup contribution election. Upon
reemployment or return to pay status,
an employee has 60 days to elect to
make up missed contributions. An em-
ployee’s right to make retroactive TSP
contributions will expire if an election
is not made within 60 days of the par-
ticipant’s reemployment or return to
pay status.

(c) Makeup contributions. Makeup
contributions will be processed as fol-
lows:

(1) If the employee had a valid con-
tribution election on file when he or
she separated or entered nonpay status
to perform military service, that elec-
tion form will be reinstated for pur-
poses of determining the makeup con-
tributions, unless the employee sub-
mits a new contribution election which
he or she could otherwise have made
but for the performance of military
service.

(2) An employee who terminated con-
tributions within two months of enter-
ing military service will also be eligi-
ble to make a retroactive contribution

5 CFR Ch. VI (1-1-07 Edition)

election to be effective on the date the
contributions were terminated.

[70 FR 32213, June 1, 2005]

§1620.43 Agency payments to record
keeper; agency ultimately respon-
sible.

(a) Agency making payments to record
keeper. The current employing agency
is responsible for making payments to
the record keeper for all contributions,
regardless of whether some of that ex-
pense is ultimately chargeable to a
prior employing agency.

(b) Agency ultimately chargeable with
erpense. The agency that reemployed
the participant is ordinarily the agen-
cy ultimately chargeable with the ex-
pense of agency contributions and the
breakage attributable to them. How-
ever, if an employee changed agencies
during the period between the date of
reemployment and October 13, 1994, the
employing agency as of October 13,
1994, is the agency ultimately charge-
able with the expense.

(c) Reimbursement by agency ultimately
chargeable with expense. If the agency
that made the payments to the record
keeper for agency contributions is not
the agency ultimately chargeable for
that expense, the agency that made the
payments to the record keeper may,
but is not required to, obtain reim-
bursement from the agency ultimately
chargeable with the expense.

[70 FR 32213, June 1, 2005]

§1620.44 Restoring forfeited agency
automatic (1%) contributions.

If an employee’s agency automatic
(1%) contributions were forfeited be-
cause the employee was not vested
when he or she separated to perform
military service, the employee must
notify the employing agency that a for-
feiture occurred. The employing agen-
cy will follow the procedure described
in §1620.46(e) to have those funds re-
stored.

[64 FR 31057, June 9, 1999, as amended at 67
FR 49526, July 30, 2002]
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§1620.45 Suspending TSP loans, re-
storing  post-employment with-
drawals, and reversing taxable dis-
tributions.

(a) Suspending TSP loans during non-
pay status. If the TSP is notified that
an employee entered into a nonpay sta-
tus to perform military service, any
outstanding TSP loan from a civilian
TSP account will be suspended, that is,
it will not be declared a taxable dis-
tribution while the employee is per-
forming military service.

(1) Interest will accrue on the loan
balance during the period of suspen-
sion. When the employee returns to ci-
vilian pay status, the employing agen-
cy will resume deducting loan pay-
ments from the participant’s basic pay
and the TSP will reamortize the loan
(which will include interest accrued
during the period of military service).
The maximum loan repayment term
will be extended by the employee’s pe-
riod of military service. Consequently,
when the employee returns to pay sta-
tus, the TSP record keeper must re-
ceive documentation to show the be-
ginning and ending dates of military
service.

(2) The TSP may close the loan ac-
count and declare it to be a taxable dis-
tribution if the TSP does not receive
documentation that the employee en-
tered into nonpay status. However, the
taxable distribution can be reversed in
accordance with paragraph (c) of this
section.

(b) Restoring post-employment with-
drawals. An employee who separates
from civilian service to perform mili-
tary service and who receives an auto-
matic cashout of his or her account
may return to the TSP an amount
equal to the amount of the payment.
The employee must notify the TSP
record keeper of his or her intent to re-
turn the withdrawn funds within 90
days of the date the employee returns
to civilian service or pay status; if the
employee is eligible to return a with-
drawal, the TSP record keeper will
then inform the employee of the ac-
tions that must be taken to return the
funds.

(c) Reversing taxable distributions. An
employee may request that a taxable
loan distribution be reversed if the tax-
able distribution resulted from the em-

§1620.46

ployee’s separation or placement in
nonpay status to perform military
service. The TSP will reverse the tax-
able distribution under the process de-
scribed as follows:

(1) An employee who received a post-
employment withdrawal when he or
she separated to perform military serv-
ice can have a taxable distribution re-
versed only if the withdrawn amount is
returned as described in paragraph (b)
of this section;

(2) A taxable loan distribution can be
reversed either by reinstating the loan
or by repaying it in full. The TSP loan
can be reinstated only if the employee
agrees to repay the loan within the
maximum loan repayment term plus
the length of military service, and if,
after reinstatement of the loan, the
employee will have no more than two
outstanding loans, only one of which is
a residential loan; and

(3) The employee must notify the
TSP record keeper of his or her intent
to reverse a taxable loan distribution
within 90 days of the date the employee
returns to civilian service or pay sta-
tus; if the employee is eligible to re-
verse a taxable loan distribution, the
TSP record keeper will then inform the
employee of the actions that must be
taken to reverse the distribution.

(d) Breakage. Employees will not re-
ceive breakage on amounts returned to
their accounts under this section.

[67 FR 49526, July 30, 2002, as amended at 70
FR 32213, June 1, 2005]

§1620.46 Agency responsibilities.

(a) General. BEach employing agency
must establish procedures for imple-
menting these regulations. These pro-
cedures must at a minimum require
agency personnel to identify eligible
employees and notify them of their op-
tions under these regulations and the
time period within which these options
must be exercised.

(b) Agency records; procedure for reim-
bursement. The agency making pay-
ments to the record keeper for all con-
tributions and attributable breakage
will obtain from prior employing agen-
cies whatever information is necessary
to make accurate payments. If a prior
employing agency is ultimately
chargeable under §1620.43(b) for all or
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part of this expense, the agency mak-
ing the payments to the record keeper
will determine the procedure to follow
in order to collect amounts owed to it
by the agency ultimately chargeable
with the expense.

(c) Payment schedule; matching con-
tributions report. Agencies will, with the
employee’s consent, prepare a payment
schedule for making retroactive em-
ployee contributions which will be con-
sistent with the procedures established
at 5 CFR part 1605 for the correction of
employing agency errors.

(d) Agency automatic (1%) contribu-
tions. Employing agencies must cal-
culate the agency automatic (1%) con-
tributions for all reemployed (or re-
stored) FERS employees and report
those contributions to the record keep-
er within 60 days of reemployment.

(e) Forfeiture restoration. When noti-
fied by an employee that a forfeiture of
the agency automatic (1%) contribu-
tions occurred after the employee sepa-
rated to perform military service, the
employing agency must complete and
file the appropriate paper TSP form
with the TSP record keeper in accord-
ance with the form’s instructions to
have those funds restored.

(f) Thrift Savings Plan Service Com-
putation Date. The agencies must in-
clude the period of military service in
the Thrift Savings Plan Service Com-
putation Date (TSP-SCD) of all reem-
ployed FERS employees. If the period
of military service has not been cred-
ited, the agencies must submit an em-
ployee data record to the TSP record
keeper containing the correct TSP
Service Computation Date.

[64 FR 31057, June 9, 1999, as amended at 70
FR 32214, June 1, 2005]

PART 1630—PRIVACY ACT
REGULATIONS

Sec.

1630.1 Purpose and scope.

1630.2 Definitions.

1630.3 Publication of systems of records
maintained.

1630.4 Request for notification and access.

1630.5 Granting access to a designated indi-
vidual.

1630.6 Action on request.

1630.7 Identification requirements.

1630.8 Access of others to records about an
individual.
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1630.9 Access to the history (accounting) of
disclosures from records.

1630.10 Denials of access.

1630.11 Requirements for requests to amend
records.

1630.12 Action on request to amend a record.

1630.13 Procedures for review of determina-
tion to deny access to or amendment of
records.

1630.14 Appeals process.

1630.15 Exemptions.

1630.16 Fees.

1630.17 Federal agency requests.

1630.18 Penalties.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. b52a.

SOURCE: b5 FR 18852, May 7, 1990, unless
otherwise noted.

§1630.1 Purpose and scope.

These regulations implement the Pri-
vacy Act of 1974, 5 USC 5562a. The regu-
lations apply to all records maintained
by the Federal Retirement Thrift In-
vestment Board that are contained in a
system of records and that contain in-
formation about an individual. The
regulations establish procedures that
(a) authorize an individual’s access to
records maintained about him or her;
(b) limit the access of other persons to
those records; and (¢) permit an indi-
vidual to request the amendment or
correction of records about him or her.

§1630.2 Definitions.

For the purposes of this part—

(a) Agency means agency as defined
in 5 USC 552(e);

(b) Board means the Federal Retire-
ment Thrift Investment Board;

(¢) Individual means a citizen of the
United States or an alien lawfully ad-
mitted for permanent residence;

(d) Maintain means to collect, use, or
distribute;

(e) Record means any item, collec-
tion, or grouping of information about
an individual that is maintained by the
Board or the record keeper, including
but not limited to education, financial
transactions, medical history, and
criminal or employment history and
that contains the individual’s name,
identifying number, symbol, or other
identifying particular assigned to the
individual, such as a finger or voice
print or a photograph;
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(f) Record keeper means the entity
that is engaged by the Board to per-
form record keeping services for the
TSP;

(g) Routine use means, with respect to
the disclosure of a record, the use of
that record for a purpose which is com-
patible with the purpose for which it
was collected;

(h) System manager means the official
of the Board who is responsible for the
maintenance, collection, use, distribu-
tion, or disposal of information con-
tained in a system of records;

(i) System of records means a group of
any records under the control of the
Board from which information is re-
trieved by the name of the individual
or other identifying particular assigned
to the individual;

(j) Statistical record means a record in
a system of records maintained for sta-
tistical research or reporting purposes
only and not used in whole or in part in
making any determination about an
identifiable individual, except as pro-
vided by 13 U.S.C. 8;

(k) Subject individual means the indi-
vidual by whose name or other identi-
fying particular a record is maintained
or retrieved;

(1) TSP means the Thrift Savings
Plan which is administered by the
Board pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 8351 and
chapter 84 (subchapters III and VII);

(m) TSP participant means any indi-
vidual for whom a TSP account has
been established. This includes former
participants, i.e., participants whose
accounts have been closed;

(n) TSP records means those records
maintained by the record keeper;

(o) VRS (Voice Response System)
means the fully automated telephone
information system for TSP account
records;

(p) Work days as used in calculating
the date when a response is due, in-
cludes those days when the Board is
open for the conduct of Government
business and does not include Satur-
days, Sundays and Federal holidays.

[66 FR 18852, May 7, 1990, as amended at 64

FR 67693, 67695, Dec. 3, 1999]

§1630.3 Publication of
records maintained.

(a) Prior to the establishment or re-
vision of a system of records, the Board

systems of

§1630.4

will publish in the FEDERAL REGISTER
notice of any new or intended use of
the information in a system or pro-
posed system and provide interested
persons with a period within which to
comment on the new or revised system.
Technical or typographical corrections
are not considered to be revisions of a
system.

(b) When a system of records is estab-
lished or revised, the Board will pub-
lish in the FEDERAL REGISTER a notice
about the system. The notice shall in-
clude:

(1) The system name,

(2) The system location,

(3) The categories of individuals cov-
ered by the system,

(4) The categories of records in the
system,

(56) The Board’s authority to main-
tain the system,

(6) The routine uses of the system,

(7) The Board’s policies and practices
for maintenance of the system,

(8) The system manager,

(9) The procedures for notification,
access to and correction of records in
the system, and

(10) The sources of information for
the system.

§1630.4 Request for notification and
access.

(a) TSP records. (1) Records on TSP
participants and the spouses, former
spouses, and beneficiaries of TSP par-
ticipants are maintained in the Gov-
ernmentwide system of records,
FRTIB-1, Thrift Savings Plan Records.
A participant or a spouse, former
spouse, or beneficiary of a participant
must make his or her inquiry in ac-
cordance with the chart set forth in
this paragraph. The mailing address of
the Thrift Savings Plan is provided at
hitp://www.tsp.gov. Telephone inquiries
are subject to the verification proce-
dures set forth in §1630.7. A written in-
quiry must include the name and So-
cial Security number of the participant
or of the spouse, former spouse, or ben-
eficiary of the participant, as appro-
priate.

To obtain information about or gain access
to TSP records about you
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If you are a
participant
who has sep-
If you are a participant who g;%t;dal"gr':_
If you want: is a current Federal em- loyment or a
ployee: ployme
spouse,
former
spouse, or
beneficiary:

To make in- Call or write to your employ- | Call or write
quiry as to ing agency in accordance to TSP
whether you with agency procedures record
are a sub- for personnel or payroll keeper.
ject of this records.
system of
records..

To gain ac- Call or write to your employ- | Call or write
cess to a ing agency to request ac- to TSP
record about cess to personnel and record
you. payroll records regarding keeper.

the agency’s and the par-
ticipant’s contributions,
and adjustments to con-
tributions. Call or write to
the TSP record keeper to
gain access to loan status
and repayments, earn-
ings, contributions alloca-
tion elections, interfund
transfers, and withdrawal
records.

To learn the Write to TSP record keeper. | Write to TSP
history of record
disclosures keeper.
of records
about you to
entities
other than
the partici-
pant's em-
ploying
agency or
the Board or
auditors see
§1630.4
(a)(4).

(2) Participants may also inquire

whether this system contains records
about them and access certain records
through the account access section of
the TSP Web site and the ThriftLine
(the TSP’s automated telephone sys-
tem). The TSP Web site is located at
WWW.tSP.gov. To use the TSP
ThriftLine, the participant must have
a touch-tone telephone and call the fol-
lowing number: (877) 968-3778. The fol-
lowing information is available on the
TSP Web site and the ThriftLine: ac-
count balance; available loan amount;
the status of a monthly withdrawal
payment; the current status of a loan
or withdrawal application; and an
interfund transfer request. To access
these features the participant will need
to provide his or her SSN and PIN.
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(3) A Privacy Act request which is in-
correctly submitted to the Board will
not be considered received until re-
ceived by the record keeper. The Board
will submit such a Privacy Act request
to the record keeper within three
workdays. A Privacy Act request which
is incorrectly submitted to the record
keeper will not be considered received
until received by the employing agen-
cy. The record keeper will submit such
a Privacy Act request to the employing
agency within three workdays.

(4) No disclosure history will be made
when the Board contracts for an audit
of TSP financial statements (which in-
cludes the review and sampling of TSP
account balances).

(5) No disclosure history will be made
when the Department of Labor or the
General Accounting Office audits TSP
financial statements (which includes
the review and sampling of TSP ac-
count balances) in accordance with
their responsibilities under chapter 84
of title 5 of the U.S. Code. Rather, a re-
quester will be advised that these agen-
cies have statutory obligations to
audit TSP activities and that in the
course of such audits they randomly
sample individual TSP accounts to test
for account accuracy.

(b) Non-TSP Board records. An indi-
vidual who wishes to know if a specific
system of records maintained by the
Board contains a record pertaining to
him or her, or who wishes access to
such records, shall address a written
request to the Privacy Act Officer,
Federal Retirement Thrift Investment
Board, 1250 H Street, NW., Washington,
DC 20005. The request letter should
contain the complete name and identi-
fying number of the pertinent system
as published in the annual FEDERAL
REGISTER notice describing the Board’s
Systems of Records; the full name and
address of the subject individual; the
subject’s Social Security number if a
Board employee; a brief description of
the nature, time, place, and cir-
cumstances of the individual’s prior as-
sociation with the Board; and any
other information the individual be-
lieves would help the Privacy Act Offi-
cer determine whether the information
about the individual is included in the
system of records. In instances where
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the information is insufficient to en-
sure disclosure to the subject indi-
vidual to whom the record pertains,
the Board reserves the right to ask the
requester for additional identifying in-
formation. The words “PRIVACY ACT
REQUEST” should be printed on both
the letter and the envelope.

[66 FR 18852, May 7, 1990, as amended at 59
FR 55331, Nov. 7, 1994; 64 FR 67693, 67695, Dec.
3,1999; 71 FR 50319, Aug. 25, 2006]

§1630.5 Granting access to a des-

ignated individual.

(a) An individual who wishes to have
a person of his or her choosing review
a record or obtain a copy of a record
from the Board or the TSP record
keeper shall submit a signed statement
authorizing the disclosure of his or her
record before the record will be dis-
closed. The authorization shall be
maintained with the record.

(b) The Board or the TSP record
keeper will honor any Privacy Act re-
quest (e.g., a request to have access or
to amend a record) which is accom-
panied by a valid power of attorney
from the subject of the record.

[66 FR 18852, May 7, 1990, as amended at 59
FR 26409, May 20, 1994; 64 FR 67694, Dec. 3,
1999]

§1630.6 Action on request.

(a) For TSP records, the record keep-
er designee, and for non-TSP records,
the Privacy Act Officer will answer or
acknowledge the inquiry within 10
work days of the date it is received.
When the answer cannot be made with-
in 10 work days, the record keeper or
Privacy Act Officer will provide the re-
quester with the date when a response
may be expected and, whenever pos-
sible, the specific reasons for the delay.

(b) At a minimum, the acknowledge-
ment to a request for access shall in-
clude:

(1) When and where the records will
be available;

(2) Name, title and telephone number
of the official who will make the
records available;

(3) Whether access will be granted
only by providing a copy of the record
through the mail, or only by examina-
tion of the record in person if the Pri-
vacy Act Officer after consulting with
the appropriate system manager has

§1630.7

determined the requester’s
would not be unduly impeded;
(4) Fee, if any, charged for copies
(See §1630.16); and
(5) If necessary, documentation re-
quired to verify the identity of the re-
quester (See §1630.7).

[656 FR 18852, May 7, 1990, as amended at 67694,
67695, Dec. 3, 1999]

access

§1630.7 Identification requirements.

(a) In person. An individual should be
prepared to identify himself or herself
by signature, i.e., to note by signature
the date of access, Social Security
number, and to produce one photo-
graphic form of identification (driver’s
license, employee identification, annu-
itant card, passport, etc.). If an indi-
vidual is unable to produce adequate
identification, the individual must sign
a statement asserting his or her iden-
tity and acknowledging that Kknow-
ingly or willfully seeking or obtaining
access to records about another person
under false pretenses may result in a
fine of up to $5,000 (see §1630.18). In ad-
dition, depending upon the sensitivity
of the records, the Privacy Act Officer
or record Kkeeper designee after con-
sulting with the appropriate system
manager may require further reason-
able assurances, such as statements of
other individuals who can attest to the
identity of the requester.

(b) In writing. An individual shall pro-
vide his or her name, date of birth, and
Social Security number and shall sign
the request. If a request for access is
granted by mail and, in the opinion of
the Privacy Act Officer or record keep-
er designee after consulting with the
appropriate system manager, the dis-
closure of the records through the mail
may result in harm or embarrassment
(if a person other than the subject indi-
vidual were to receive the records), a
notarized statement of identity or
some other similar assurance of iden-
tity will be required.

(c) By telephone. (1) Telephone identi-
fication procedures apply only to re-
quests from participants and spouses,
former spouses, or beneficiaries of par-
ticipants for information in FRTIB-1,
Thrift Savings Plan Records, which is
retrieved by their respective Social Se-
curity numbers.
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(2) A participant or a spouse, former
spouse, or beneficiary of a participant
must identify himself or herself by pro-
viding to the record keeper designee
his or her name, Social Security num-
ber, and any other information re-
quested. If the record keeper designee
determines that any of the information
provided by telephone is incorrect, the
requester will be required to submit a
request in writing.

(3) A participant may also access the
TSP Web site or call the TSP
ThriftLine to obtain account informa-
tion. These systems require the partici-
pant’s Social Security number and
PIN. Because a PIN is required to use
these features, they are not available
to former participants, whose PINs are
canceled when their accounts are
closed.

[66 FR 18852, May 7, 1990, as amended at 64
FR 67694, Dec. 3, 1999]

§1630.8 Access of others to records
about an individual.

(a) The Privacy Act provides for ac-
cess to records in systems of records in
those situations enumerated in 5 U.S.C.
552a(b) and are set forth in paragraph
(b) of this section.

(b) No official or employee of the
Board, or any contractor of the Board
or other Federal agency operating a
Board system of records under an
interagency agreement, shall disclose
any record to any person or to another
agency without the express written
consent of the subject individual, un-
less the disclosure is:

(1) To officers or employees (includ-
ing contract employees) of the Board
or the record keeper who need the in-
formation to perform their official du-
ties;

(2) Pursuant to the requirements of
the Freedom of Information Act, 5
U.S.C. 552;

(3) For a routine use that has been
published in a notice in the FEDERAL
REGISTER (routine uses for the Board’s
systems of records are published sepa-
rately in the FEDERAL REGISTER and
are available from the Board’s Privacy
Act Officer);

(4) To the Bureau of the Census for
uses under title 13 of the United States
Code;
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(5) To a person or agency which has
given the Board or the record Kkeeper
advance written notice of the purpose
of the request and certification that
the record will be used only for statis-
tical purposes. (In addition to deleting
personal identifying information from
records released for statistical pur-
poses, the Privacy Act Officer or record
keeper designee shall ensure that the
identity of the individual cannot rea-
sonably be deduced by combining var-
ious statistical records);

(6) To the National Archives of the
United States if a record has sufficient
historical or other value to warrant its
continued preservation by the United
States Government, or for evaluation
by the Archivist of the United States
or the designee of the Archivist to de-
termine whether the record has such
value;

(7) In response to a written request
that identifies the record and the pur-
pose of the request made by another
agency or instrumentality of any Gov-
ernment jurisdiction within or under
the control of the United States for
civil or criminal law enforcement ac-
tivity, if that activity is authorized by
law;

(8) To a person pursuant to a showing
of compelling circumstances affecting
the health or safety of an individual, if
upon such disclosure a notification is
transmitted to the last known address
of the subject individual;

(9) To either House of Congress, or to
a Congressional committee or sub-
committee if the subject matter is
within its jurisdiction;

(10) To the Comptroller General, or
an authorized representative, in the
course of the performance of the duties
of the General Accounting Office;

(11) Pursuant to the order of a court
of competent jurisdiction; or

(12) To a consumer reporting agency
in accordance with section 3711(f) of
Title 31.

[66 FR 18852, May 7, 1990, as amended at 64
FR 67694, Dec. 3, 1999]

§1630.9 Access to the history (account-
ing) of disclosures from records.
Rules governing access to the ac-
counting of disclosures are the same as
those for granting access to the records
as set forth in §1630.4.
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§1630.10 Denials of access.

(a) The Privacy Act Officer or the
record keeper designee for records cov-
ered by system FRTIB-1, may deny an
individual access to his or her record if:

(1) In the opinion of the Privacy Act
Officer or the record keeper designee,
the individual seeking access has not
provided proper identification to per-
mit access; or

(2) The Board has published rules in
the FEDERAL REGISTER exempting the
pertinent system of records from the
access requirement.

(b) If access is denied, the requester
shall be informed of the reasons for de-
nial and the procedures for obtaining a
review of the denial.

[65 FR 18852, May 7, 1990, as amended at 64
FR 67695, Dec. 3, 1999]

§1630.11 Requirements for requests to
amend records.

(a) TSP records. (1) A spouse, former
spouse or beneficiary of a TSP partici-
pant who wants to correct or amend his
or her record must write to the TSP
record keeper. A participant in the
TSP who wants to correct or amend a
TSP record pertaining to him or her
shall submit a written request in ac-
cordance with the following chart:

To correct or amend a TSP record

If you are a
If you are a participant
participant | b6 hae sep-
If the type of record is: who is a cur- arated from
rent Federal
Federal em-
employee loyment
write to: ploymen
write to:

Personnel or personal Write to your | Write to TSP
records (e.g., age, ad- employing record
dress, Social Security agency.. keeper.
number, date of birth)..

The agency’s and the par- Write to your | Write to your
ticipant’s contributions, employing former em-
and adjustments to con- agency.. ploying
tributions.. agency.

Earnings, investment alloca- | Write to TSP | Write to TSP
tion, interfund transfers, record record
loans, loan repayments, keeper.. keeper.
and withdrawals.

(2) The address of the record keeper
is listed in §1630.4(a).

(3) Requests for amendments which
are claims for money because of admin-
istrative error will be processed in ac-
cordance with the Board’s Error Cor-
rection regulations found at 5 CFR part
1605. Sections 1630.12(b)-1630.14 of this

§1630.11

part do not apply to such money claim
amendments to TSP records as the
Error Correction regulations are an
equivalent substitute. Non-money
claim TSP record appeals are covered
by §§1630.12-1630.14, or if covered by the
above chart the employing, or former
employing, agency’s Privacy Act proce-
dures.

(4) Corrections to TSP account
records which are made by the Board,
its recordkeeper or the employing
agency or the former employing agency
on its own motion because of a de-
tected administrative error will be ef-
fected without reference to Privacy
Act procedures.

(5) A participant in the TSP who is
currently employed by a Federal agen-
cy should be aware that the employing
agency provides to the Board personal
and payroll records on the participant,
such as his or her date of birth, Social
Security number, retirement code, ad-
dress, loan repayments, the amount of
participant’s contribution, amount of
the Government’s contribution, if the
participant is covered by the Federal
Employees’ Retirement System Act
(FERSA, 5 U.S.C. Chapter 84), and ad-
justments to contributions. Requests
submitted to the Board, or its record-
keeper, to correct information pro-
vided by the employing Federal agency
will be referred to the employing agen-
cy. The reason for this referral is that
the Board receives information periodi-
cally for the TSP accounts; if the em-
ploying agency does not resolve the al-
leged error, the Board will continue to
receive the uncorrected information
periodically regardless of a one-time
Board correction. The employing agen-
cy also has custody of the election
form (which is maintained in the Offi-
cial Personnel Folder). Requests for
amendment or correction of records de-
scribed in this paragraph should be
made to the employing agency.

(b) Non-TSP records. (1) Any other in-
dividual who wants to correct or
amend a record pertaining to him or
her shall submit a written request to
the Board’s Privacy Act Officer whose
address is listed in §1630.4. The words
“Privacy Act—Request to Amend
Record” should be written on the letter
and the envelope.
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(2) The request for amendment or
correction of the record should, if pos-
sible, state the exact name of the sys-
tem of records as published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER; a precise description of
the record proposed for amendment; a
brief statement describing the informa-
tion the requester believes to be inac-
curate or incomplete, and why; and the
amendment or correction desired. If
the request to amend the record is the
result of the individual’s having gained
access to the record in accordance with
§§1630.4, 1630.5, 1630.6 or §1630.7, copies
of previous correspondence between the
requester and the Board should be at-
tached, if possible.

(3) If the individual’s identity has not
been previously verified, the Board
may require documentation of identi-
fication as described in §1630.7.

[656 FR 18852, May 7, 1990, as amended at 64
FR 67694, 67695, Dec. 3, 1999]

§1630.12 Action on request to amend a
record.

(a) For TSP records, the record keep-
er will acknowledge a request for
amendment of a record, which is to be
decided by that office in accordance
with the chart in §1630.11, within 10
work days. Requests received by the
record keeper which are to be decided
by the current or former employing
agency will be sent to that agency by
the record keeper within 3 work days of
the date of receipt. A copy of the trans-
mittal letter will be sent to the re-
quester.

(b) For non-TSP records, the Privacy
Act Officer will acknowledge a request
for amendment of a record within 10
work days of the date the Board re-
ceives it. If a decision cannot be made
within this time, the requester will be
informed by mail of the reasons for the
delay and the date when a reply can be
expected, normally within 30 work days
from receipt of the request.

(c) The final response will include the
decision whether to grant or deny the
request. If the request is denied, the re-
sponse will include:

(1) The reasons for the decision;

(2) The name and address of the offi-
cial to whom an appeal should be di-
rected;
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(3) The name and address of the offi-
cial designated to assist the individual
in preparing the appeal;

(4) A description of the appeal proc-
ess with the Board; and

(5) A description of any other proce-
dures which may be required of the in-
dividual in order to process the appeal.

[66 FR 18852, May 7, 1990, as amended at 64
FR 67695, Dec. 3, 1999]

§1630.13 Procedures for review of de-
termination to deny access to or
amendment of records.

(a) Individuals who disagree with the
refusal to grant them access to or to
amend a record about them should sub-
mit a written request for review to the
Executive Director, Federal Retire-
ment Thrift Investment Board, 1250 H
Street, NW., Washington, DC 20005. The
words “PRIVACY ACT—APPEAL”
should be written on the letter and the
envelope. Individuals who need assist-
ance preparing their appeal should con-
tact the Board’s Privacy Act Officer.

(b) The appeal letter must be re-
ceived by the Board within 30 calendar
days from the date the requester re-
ceived the notice of denial. At a min-
imum, the appeal letter should iden-
tify:

(1) The records involved;

(2) The date of the initial request for
access to or amendment of the record;

(3) The date of the Board’s denial of
that request; and

(4) The reasons supporting the re-
quest for reversal of the Board’s deci-
sion.

Copies of previous correspondence from
the Board denying the request to ac-
cess or amend the record should also be
attached, if possible.

(c) The Board reserves the right to
dispose of correspondence concerning
the request to access or amend a record
if no request for review of the Board’s
decision is received within 180 days of
the decision date. Therefore, a request
for review received after 180 days may,
at the discretion of the Privacy Act Of-
ficer, be treated as an initial request to
access or amend a record.

[66 FR 18852, May 7, 1990, as amended at 59
FR 55331, Nov. 7, 1994]
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§1630.14 Appeals process.

(a) Within 20 work days of receiving
the request for review, the Executive
Director, after consultation with the
General Counsel, will make a final de-
termination on the appeal. If a final de-
cision cannot be made in 20 work days,
the Privacy Act Officer will inform the
requester of the reasons for the delay
and the date on which a final decision
can be expected. Such extensions are
unusual, and should not exceed an ad-
ditional 30 work days.

(b) If the original request was for ac-
cess and the initial determination is
reversed, the procedures in §1630.7 will
be followed. If the initial determina-
tion is upheld, the requester will be so
informed and advised of the right to ju-
dicial review pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
5b62a(g).

(c) If the initial denial of a request to
amend a record is reversed, the Board
or the record keeper will correct the
record as requested and inform the in-
dividual of the correction. If the origi-
nal decision is upheld, the requester
will be informed and notified in writing
of the right to judicial review pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 552a(g) and the right to file
a concise statement of disagreement
with the Executive Director. The state-
ment of disagreement should include
an explanation of why the requester be-
lieves the record is inaccurate, irrele-
vant, untimely, or incomplete. The Ex-
ecutive Director shall maintain the
statement of disagreement with the
disputed record, and shall include a
copy of the statement of disagreement
to any person or agency to whom the
record has been disclosed, if the disclo-
sure was made pursuant to §1630.9.

[656 FR 18852, May 7, 1990, as amended at 64
FR 67695, Dec. 3, 1999]

§1630.15

(a) Pursuant to subsection (k) of the
Privacy Act, 5 U.S.C. 552a, the Board
may exempt certain portions of records
within designated systems of records
from the requirements of the Privacy
Act, (including access to and review of
such records pursuant to this part) if
such portions are:

(1) Subject to the provisions of sec-
tion 552(b)(1) of the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, 5 U.S.C. 552;

Exemptions.

§1630.15

(2) Investigatory material compiled
for law enforcement purposes, other
than material within the scope of sub-
section (j)(2) of the Privacy Act, 5
U.S.C. 552a: Provided, however, that if
any individual is denied any right,
privilege, or benefit that he would oth-
erwise be entitled by Federal law, or
for which he would otherwise be eligi-
ble, as a result of the maintenance of
such material, such material shall be
provided to such individual, except to
the extent that the disclosure of such
material would reveal the identity of a
source who furnished information to
the Government under an express
promise that the identity of the source
would be held in confidence, or, prior
to the effective date of the Privacy
Act, 5 U.S.C. 552a, under an implied
promise that the identity of the source
would be held in confidence;

(3) Maintained in connection with
providing protective services to the
President of the United States or other
individuals pursuant to section 3056 of
title 18 of the United States Code;

(4) Required by statute to be main-
tained and used solely as statistical
records;

(5) Investigatory material compiled
solely for the purpose of determining
suitability, eligibility, or qualifica-
tions for Federal civilian employment,
military service, Federal contracts, or
access to classified information, but
only to the extent that the disclosures
of such material would reveal the iden-
tity of a source who furnished informa-
tion to the Government under an ex-
press promise that the identity of the
source would be held in confidence, or,
prior to the effective date of the Pri-
vacy Act, 5 U.S.C. 552a, under an im-
plied promise that the identity of the
source would be held in confidence;

(6) Test or examination material used
solely to determine individual quali-
fications for appointment or promotion
in the Federal service, the disclosure of
which would compromise the objec-
tivity or fairness of the testing or ex-
amination process; or

(7) Evaluation material used to deter-
mine potential for promotion in the
armed services, but only to the extent
that the disclosure of such material be
held in confidence, or, prior to the ef-
fective date of the Privacy Act, 5
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U.S.C. 552a, under an implied promise
that the identity of the source would
be held in confidence.

(b) Those designated systems of
records which are exempt from the re-
quirements of this part or any other re-
quirements of the Privacy Act, 5 U.S.C.
5b2a, will be indicated in the notice of
designated systems of records pub-
lished by the Board.

(c) Nothing in this part will allow an
individual access to any information
compiled in reasonable anticipation of
a civil action or proceeding.

§1630.16 Fees.

(a) Individuals will not be charged
for:

(1) The search and review of the
record; and

(2) Copies of ten (10) or fewer pages of
a requested record.

(b) Records of more than 10 pages will
be photocopied for 15 cents a page. If
the record is larger than 8% x 14 inches,
the fee will be the cost of reproducing
the record through Government or
commercial sources.

(c) Fees must be paid in full before
requested records are disclosed. Pay-
ment shall be by personal check or
money order payable to the Federal
Retirement Thrift Investment Board,
and mailed or delivered to the record
keeper or to the Privacy Act Officer,
depending upon the nature of the re-
quest, at the address listed in §1630.4.

(d) The Head, TSP Service Office or
the Privacy Act Officer may waive the
fee if:

(1) The cost of collecting the fee ex-
ceeds the amount to be collected; or

(2) The production of the copies at no
charge is in the best interest of the
Board.

(e) A receipt will be furnished on re-
quest.

[66 FR 18852, May 7, 1990, as amended at 64
FR 67695, Dec. 3, 1999]

§1630.17 Federal agency requests.

Employing agencies needing auto-
mated data processing services from
the Board in order to reconcile agency
TSP records for TSP purposes may be
charged rates based upon the factors
of:

(a) Fair market value;

(b) Cost to the TSP; and

5 CFR Ch. VI (1-1-07 Edition)

(c) Interests of the participants and
beneficiaries.

§1630.18 Penalties.

(a) Title 18, U.S.C. 1001, Crimes and
Criminal Procedures, makes it a crimi-
nal offense, subject to a maximum fine
of $10,000 or imprisonment for not more
than five years, or both, to knowingly
and willfully make or cause to be made
any false or fraudulent statements or
representation in any matter within
the jurisdiction of any agency of the
United States. Section (i)(3) of the Pri-
vacy Act, 5 U.S.C. 552a(i)(3), makes it a
misdemeanor, subject to a maximum
fine of $5,000 to knowingly and willfully
request or obtain any record con-
cerning an individual under false pre-
tenses. Sections (i) (1) and (2) of 5
U.S.C. 552a provide penalties for viola-
tions by agency employees of the Pri-
vacy Act or regulations established
thereunder.

(b) [Reserved]
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